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INTRODUCTION 

The  report  for  1959  contains  statistics  for  comparison  with  other 
areas  or  with  the  Country  as  a whole. 

The  Urban  Districts  which  are  considered  in  the  report  have 
changed  little  in  character  though  of  recent  years  new  industries  have 
been  introduced  into  Wirral  and  Neston. 

Further  progress  in  Housing  and  Slum  Clearance  has  been  made 
in  Wirral  and  Neston  Urban  Districts  during  1959. 

Two  unfit  houses  were  the  subject  of  Demolition  Orders  and 
Three  Official  Representations  were  made  under  Section  16  of  the 
Housing  Act,  1957.  One  Official  Representation  made  under  Section 
42  of  the  Housing  Act,  1957,  and  one  Clearance  Area  under  the  same 
section  were  confirmed  during  the  year. 

The  Rent  Act  brought  additional  work  to  the  Health  Department. 
The  majority  of  tenants  and  owners  appear  to  have  come  to  mutually 
agreeable  arrangements  and  there  have  been  comparatively  few  cases 
of  eviction  of  tenants  from  decontrolled  houses.  Many  rented  proper- 
ties are  improved  in  appearance  and  maintenance  in  general  is  more 
satisfactory.  Several  old  buildings  have  been  given  a new  lease  of  life 
as  a result  of  an  Improvement  Grant  and  it  is  desirable  that  modern 
amenities  should  be  provided  in  every  house  which  does  not  call  for 
demolition. 

For  many  years  these  reports  have  referred  to  inadequate  sewers 
in  several  parts  of  the  Urban  Districts  which  result  in  flooding  after 
periods  of  heavy  rain.  Post-war  building  development  has  aggravated 
the  problem  and  with  the  object  of  preventing  further  deterioration  in 
the  situation,  steps  have  been  taken  to  restrict  new  building.  This 
emphasizes  the  urgency  for  providing  adequate  sewers  and  suitable 
disposal  arrangements  as  soon  as  possible. 

The  hygiene  of  food  premises  has  received  further  attention 
during  the  year  and  a considerable  improvement  in  conditions  has 
been  secured. 

Notifications  of  infectious  disease  showed  a marked  increase  this 
year  in  all  three  districts,  this  being  due  to  an  outbreak  of  Measles  in 
the  early  part  of  the  year. 
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HOYLAKE  URBAN  DISTRICT. 

The  Urban  District  was  constituted  in  1889;  and  on  1st  April, 
1933,  the  Parishes  of  Caldy,  Frankby,  Greasby,  Grange  and  pan  of 
Saiighall  Massie  were  added. 

STATISTICS  AND  SOCIAL  CONDITIONS  OF  THE  AREA. 

Area  (acres)  ....  ....  ....  ....  ....  ....  ....  5,933 

Registrar-General’s  estimate  of  resident  population  (mid-1959)  30,360 
Number  of  inhabited  houses  ....  ....  ....  ....  9,890 

Rateable  Value  ....  ....  ....  ....  ....  ....  ^468,284 

Sum  represented  by  a penny  rate  ....  ....  ....  ^£1,910 

The  area  is  residential  and  agricultural.  Fishing  is  still  pursued 
by  Hoylake  mien,  and  other  occupations  are  laundry  and  domestic 
work,  wood-working,  printing  and  brickmaking. 

The  natural  increase  of  a population  is  the  excess  of  births  over 
deaths.  The  following  table  shows  the  condition  1950 — 1959  in 
Hoylake  : — - 


Year 


Population 


1950 

30,950 

1951 

30,880 

1952 

31,260 

1953 

30,620 

1954 

31,080 

1955 

32,050 

1956 

31,560 

1957 

32,100 

1958 

30,010 

1959 

30,360 

Natural  Increase  per  1,000  of  Population. 


40  more  births  than  deaths +1.3 

76  more  deaths  than  births — 2.5 

50  more  deaths  than  births — 1.6 

17  more  births  than  deaths +0.8 

2 more  births  than  deaths +0.1 

50  more  births  than  deaths +1.6 

4 more  births  than  deaths +0.1 

5 more  deaths  than  births — 0.1 

92  more  births  than  deaths  +3.0 

51  more  birth  than  deaths  +1.6 
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Extracts  from  vital  statistics  for  the  year  1959. 

These  statistics  are  calculated  on  a population  of  30,360,  the 
estimate  furnished  by  the  Registrar-General. 


Live  Births. 

Total 

Males 

Females 

Legitimate 

463 

253 

210 

Illegitimate 

10 

2 

8 

Totals  ... 

473 

255 

218 

Birth  Rate  per  1,000  estimated  resident  population  ....  ....  15.5 

Birth  Rate  standardised  for  comparison  with  England  and  Wales  16.1 
Birth  Rate  for  England  and  Wales  ....  ....  ....  ...  16.5 

Illegitimate  Live  Births  per  cent,  of  total  live  births  ....  ....  2.1 


Stillbirths. 

Total 

Males 

Females 

Legitimate 

9 

6 

3 

Illegitimate 

— 

— 

— 

Totals  .... 

9 

6 

3 

Rate  per  1,000  total  (live 

and  still)  births 

... 

...  18.6 

Rate  per  1,000  total  (live 
England  and  Wales  .. 

and  still)  births  for 

.... 

...  20.7 

Total  Live  and  Still  Births 

...  482 
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Infants  Deaths  (deaths  under  1 year) 

Total  Males  Females 

Legitimate  . . 12  8 4 

Illegitimate  ....  ....  ....  — — — 

Totals  . ..  . . ....  ....  . ..  12  8 4 

Total  infant  deaths  per  1,000  total  live  births  ....  ....  25.3 

Legitimate  infant  deaths  per  1,000  legitimate  live  births  ....  25.9 

Illegitimate  infant  deaths  per  1,000  illegitimate  live  births  — 

Infant  Mortality  Rate  for  England  and  Wales  ....  ..  ....  22.0 

Neo-natal  Mortality  Rate  ..  . . ...  ....  19.0 

Early  neo-natal  Mortality  Rate  ..  . ....  ....  16.9 

Preinatal  Mortality  Rate  . . . ..  ....  ...  ....  35.2 

Maternal  Mortality  (including  abortion) 

Number  of  deaths  . ..  . ....  ....  Nil 

Rate  per  1,000  total  live  and  still  births  . ....  ....  — 

Deaths.  Total  Males  Females 

422  205  217 

Death  Rate  per  1,000  of  estimated  resident  population  ....  13.8 

Death  Rate  standardised  for  comparison  with  England  and 
Wales  12.0 

Death  Rate  for  England  and  Wales  ....  ....  ....  ....  11.6 

Deaths  from  Cancer  (all  ages)  ....  ....  ....  ....  72 

* 

Deaths  from  Measles  (all  ages)  ....  „..  ....  ....  Nil 

Deaths  from  Whooping  Cough  (all  ages)  ....  ....  ....  Nil 

Deaths  from  Diarrhoea  (under  2 years)  ....  ....  ....  Nil 
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Number  of  Deaths  during  Years  1950 — 1959. 


Year 

Number 

Rate  per  1,000  per  annum. 

1950 

367 

11.9 

1951 

430 

13.9 

1952 

■ 407 

13.0 

1953 

351 

11.5 

1954 

383 

12.3 

1955 

362 

11.3 

1956 

403 

12.8 

1957 

406 

12.6 

1958 

386 

12.8 

1959 

422 

13.8 

Deaths  at  Various  Ages  During  1959. 


Age 


Number  of 
Deaths 


Under  1 year  

1 year  and  under  2 .... 

2 years  and  under  5 .... 

5 years  and  under  15  .. 
15  years  and  under  25 
25  years  and  under  35 
35  years  and  under  45 
45  years  and  under  55 
55  years  and  under  65 
65  years  and  under  75 
75  years  and  under  85 
85  years  and  over  


12 

2 

1 

3 
1 

4 
3 

23 

50 

93 

158 

72 


Total 


422 
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Table  of  Infantile  Mortality,  1950 — 1959. 


Death  rate  of  infants  under  1 year  of  age  (per  1,000  live  births): — 


Year 

Hoylake 

England  and  Wales 

1950 

14.7 

29.8 

1951 

25.4 

29.6 

1952 

30.8 

27.6 

1953 

27.1 

26.8 

1954 

20.8 

25.5 

1955 

19.4 

24.9 

1956 

24.6 

23.8 

1957 

22.4 

23.0 

1958 

35.5 

22.5 

1959 

25.3 

22.0 

Infantile  Deaths. 


The  causes  of  death  of  children  under  the  age  of  one  year  are 
shown  below. 


Cause  of  Death 

Under  1 
week 

1—2 

weeks 

2—3 

weeks 

3—4 

weeks 

4 weeks 
and  under 

3 months 

3—6 

months 

6—9 

months 

9—12 

months 

Total 

deaths 

under 

1 year 

Prematurity  .... 

7 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

8 

Congenital 

Malformations 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1 

Pneumonia 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— ^ 

1 

— 

— 

1 

Accidental 

— 

— 

— 

- — ■ 

— 

1 

— 

■ — - 

1 

Other  defined  and  ill- 
defined  diseases 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1 

— 

— 

— 

1 

Total 

8 

1 

— 

— 

1 

2 

— 

— 

12  ' 

10 


Causes  of  Death. 

The  table  below  was  compiled  from  figures  supplied  by  the 
Registrar-General,  and  the  classification  is  given  according  to  the 
cause  of  death. 


h 

1 Causes  of  Death 

Males 

Females 

Total 

ll 

1 

i 1.  Tuberculosis,  respiratory 

1 

1 

1 2.  Tuberculosis,  other  .... 

— 

— 

— 

1 3.  Syphilitic  Disease 

2 

1 

3 

1 4.  Diphtheria 

— 

— 

— 

1 5.  Whooping  Cough 

— 

— 

— 

1 6,  Meningococcal  infections 

• — 

— 

— 

I 7.  Acute  poliomyelitis  .... 

— 

— 

— 1 

1 8.  Measles 

— 

— 

— 1 

1 9.  Other  infective  and  parasitic  diseases 

1 

2 

3 I 

1 10.  Malignant  neoplasm,  stomach 

12 

3 

15  i 

i 11.  Malignant  neoplasm,  lung,  bronchus 

14 

— 

14 

1 12.  Malignant  neoplasm,  breast  .... 

— 

3 

3 

1 13.  Malignant  neoplasm,  uterus 

— 

2 

2 

1 14.  Other  malignant  and  lymphatic 

1 neoplasms  .... 

17 

19 

36 

1 15.  Leukaemia,  aleukaemia 

2 

— 

2 

1 16.  Diabetes 

1 

4 

5 

1 17.  Vascular  lesions  of  nervous  system  .... 

20 

53 

73 

1 18.  Coronary  disease,  angina 

50 

44 

94 

I 19.  Hypertension  with  heart  disease 

1 

5 

6 

1 20.  Other  heart  disease 

17 

28 

45 

1 21.  Other  circulatory  disease 

15 

9 

24 

1 22.  Influenza 

— 

2 

2 I 

I 23.  Pneumonia 

10 

13 

23 

1 24.  Bronchitis 

12 

5 

17 

1 25.  Other  diseases  of  respiratory  system 

4 

— 

4 

1 26.  Ulcer  of  stomach  and  duodenum 

3 

— 

3 

27.  Gastritis,  enteritis  and  diarrhoea 

— 

— 

— 

28.  Nephritis  and  nephrosis 

— 

1 

1 

29.  Hyperplasia  of  prostate 

3 

— 

3 

30.  Pregnancy,  childbirth,  abortion 

— 

— 

— 

31.  Congenital  malformations 

1 

— 

1 

32.  Other  defined  and  ill-defined 
diseases 

13 

16 

29 

33.  Motor  vehicle  accidents 

4 

— 

4 

34.  All  other  accidents 

1 

4 

5 

35.  Suicide 

1 

3 

4 

36.  Homicide  and  operations  of  war 

— 

— 

— 

TOTALS 

205 

217 

422 

SUMMARY  OF  VITAL  STATISTICS  FOR  1959  AND  PREVIOUS  YEARS. 
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GENERAL  PROVISION  OF  HEALTH  SERVICES 

FOR  THE  AREA. 


Public  Health  Officers. 


Details  are  given  on  page  3, 


Laboratory  Facilities. 

Investigations  of  a Public  Health  nature  are  undertaken  by 
the  Birkenhead  and  Liverpool  branches  of  the  Public  Health 
Laboratory  Service.  A clinical  pathology  service  is  provided  by  the 
Regional  Hospital  Board  in  the  Board’s  laboratories  at  the  Clatterbridge 
General  Hospital  and  the  Victoria  Hospital,  Wallasey. 

Food  and  drugs  throughout  the  district  are  submitted  for  analysis 
to  the  Cheshire  County  Laboratory.  The  samples  are  taken  by  County 
Officers. 


Ambulance  Facilities. 

The  Cheshire  County  Council  is  the  ambulance  authority  for  this 

area. 


The  ambulance  service  is  operated  from  “Broomfield”,  Meols 
Drive,  Hoylake,  (telephone  Hoylake  2970)  and  Sandymount, 
Telegraph  Road,  Heswall  (telephone  Hes’wall  3003). 


Home  Nursing. 

This  service  is  now  regulated  by  the  Cheshire  County  Council 
and  two  District  Nurses  are  employed  by  them  in  this  area.  The 

Hoylake  and  West  Kirby  District  Nursing  Association  works  indepen- 
dently. The  Association  provides  two  trained  nurses  for  work  about 
the  district,  and  subscriptions  from  charitable  persons  and  small 
charges  for  services  rendered  serve  to  support  the  organisation. 
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Treatment  Centres  and  Clinics. 

The  County  Council’s  Diphtheria  Immunisation  Clinic  is  con- 
ducted at  “Broomfield”,  Meols  Drive,  Hoylake,  every  Thursday  at 
2.0  p .m.  and  additional  clinics  are  arranged  when  required. 

The  following  clinics  are  also  provided  by  the  Cheshire  County 
Council  : — 

Child  Welfare. 


Place 

Each  Month 

Time. 

Hovlake — “Broomfield”  Clinic 

Centre,  Meols  Drive 

E\  ery  Thursday 

2-0  p.m. 

West  Kirbv — Parish  Hall,  West- 

bourne  Road 

Every  Friday 

1-30  p.m. 

Greasby — Methodist  Church  Hall 

Every  Tuesday 

1-45  p.m. 

Ante-Natal. 

This  Clinic  is  provided  by  the  Cheshire  County  Council  in 
conjunction  with  the  Central  Wirral  Hospital  ^Management  Committee 
and  is  held  at  : 

Hoylake — “Broomfield”  Clinic 

Centre,  Meols  Drive  ....  Every  Tuesday  ....  9.30  a.m. 

The  County  Health  Visitors  and  Midwives  are  in  attendance. 

Classes  for  Relaxation  Exercises  are  conducted  by  the  County 
Physiotherapist  every  Wednesday  at  1.30  p.m. 

Booking  Clinics  for  the  Heswall  Maternity  Home  conducted  by 
the  Health  Visitors  and  the  Matron  are  held  every  2nd  and  4th  Eriday 
at  2.0  p.m. 


School  Clinic. 

Hovlake — “Broomfield”  Clinic 

Centre,  Meols  Drive  ....  Every  Eriday  ...  9-30  a.m. 

(School  Medical  Officer  attends  every  Friday  at  9-30  a.m.) 


Dental  Treatment. 

Hoylake— “Broomfield”  Clinic 
Centre,  Meols  Drive 

Hearing  Clinic. 

Hoylake — “Broomfield”  Clinic 
Centre,  Meols  Drive 

B.C.G.  Vaccination  Clinic 

Hoylake — “Broomfield”  Clinic 
Centre,  Meols  Drive 


Every  Monday 


9.00  a.m. 
to  4.00  p.m. 


Every  Monday  ....  2 to  4 p.m^ 


Last  Thursday 
in  month 


9.00  a.m. 
to  11,30  a.m. 
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Young  Children’s  Clinic 

Hoylake — “Broomfield”  Clinic 

Centre,  Meols  Drive  . ..  1st  Friday 

in  month  ....  9.00  a.m. 


The  following  specialist  clinics  are  provided  for  patients  residing 
in  the  Hoylake  Urban  District  : — 

Ophthalmic. 


Place 

Hoylake — “Broomfield”  Clinic 

Each  Month 

Time 

Centre,  Meols  Drive 

1st  and  3rd  Fridays 

1-30  p.m. 

Orthopaedic. 

Hoylake  Cottage  Hospital 

1st  and  3rd 

9-30  a.m. 

Saturdays 

to  12-30  p.m. 

1st  and  3rd 

9.00  a.m. 

Wednesdays 

to  12-30  p.m. 

Speech  Therapy. 

Hoylake — “Broomfield”  Clinic 

Centre,  Meols  Drive 

Every  Monday 

9-0  a.m. 
to  4-0  p.m. 

Paediatric. 

Hoylake — “Broomfield”  Clinic 

Every  Monday 

....  3.30  p.m. 

Centre,  Meols  Drive 


Tuberculosis. 

Wallasey- — Mill  Lane  Hospital 

Every  Monday 


Every  Tuesday 

Every  Thursday 
Every  Friday 


9 a.m.  to  12-30  p.m.  adults. 

2 p.m.  to  5 p.m.  adults  and 
children. 

9 a.m.  to  12-30  p.m.  children 
7 p.m.  to  9 p.m.  adults. 

9 a.m.  to  12-30  p.m.  adults. 

9 a.m.  to  12-30  p.m.  adults. 


Hoylake — Hoylake  Cottage  Hospital. 

1st  and  3rd  Mondays  ....  2-00  p.m. 


Venereal  Disease 

St.  James  Hospital,  Every  Monday  2-00  to  6.30  p.m.  Male  and  Female. 
Tollemache  Road, 


Birkenhead, 
(Clinic  Annexe) 

Wallasey,  Mill 
Lane  Hospital. 


Every  Wednesday  10-0  a.m.  to  12-30  p.m.  Male 

and  Female. 

Every  Friday  2-0  to  6-30  p.m.  Male  and  Female. 
Every  Monday  6 to  7 p.m.  Females. 

Every  Monday  7 to  8 p.m.  Males. 
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Hospitals. 

The  hospitals  of  the  distiict,  both  voluntary  and  public,  are  under 
the  control  or  the  Liverpool  Regional  Hospital  Board.  Hoylake  is  in 
the  area  ot  the  North  Wirral  Hospital  Management  Committee  which 
administers  the  Idoylake  and  West  Kirby  Queen  Victoria  Memorial 
Hospital  and  Caldy  Pvlanor  Hospital.  The  Queen  Victoria  Memorial 
Hospital  lias  an  autl'orized  bed  complement  of  3(S.  it  is  staffed  by  the 
practitioners  of  the  district  and  by  visiting  consultants.  It  is  equipped 
for  major  surgical  work  and  has  a modern  X-ray  department. 

New  Physiotherapy  and  Outpatients  Departments  were  completed 
and  opened  during  the  year. 

Caldy  Manor  Hospital  is  specialized  for  the  treatment  of  heart 
and  circulatory  conditions.  41  beds  are  provided  there,  and  there  is  a 
visiting  medical  and  consultant  staff'. 

Other  hospitals  and  institutions  under  the  Board’s  management 
are  available  to  local  residents.  The  hospitals  at  Clatterbridge  still 
admit  a large  number  of  patients  from  this  area  and  others  go  to  the 
hospitals  of  Liverpool  and  Birkenhead. 

The  Smallpox  Hospital  for  the  treatment  of  cases  of  this  disease 
is  situated  at  New  Ferry. 

The  Children’s  Convalescent  Home,  West  Kirby,  which  has  not 
been  included  in  the  Regional  Hospital  Scheme,  provides  a number  of 
beds  for  the  emergency  treatment  of  sick  children  from  this  locality. 
This  institution  has  excellent  equipment  and  is  staffed  by  visiting 
Practitioners  and  Consultants.  It  is  provided  with  a steam  disinfector. 

National  Assistance  Act,  1948. 

This  Act  gives  power  to  Local  Sanitary  Authorities  to  arrange  for 
removal  to  hospital  under  a Justice’s  order  of  aged  and  infirm  persons 
who  are  not  able  to  look  after  themselves  and  who  are  not  receiving 
proper  care  and  attention.  Vluch  time  and  patience  are  needed  in 
order  to  help  these  old  people  and  a number  of  such  cases  have  been 
investigated,  and  arrangements  have  been  made  for  hospital  treatment 
where  necessary. 

The  removal  to  hospital  of  aged  persons  found  to  be  living  in 
insanitary  conditions  was  secured  in  two  cases  without  resort  to  the 
formal  procedure  under  the  above  Act. 

Mortuaries 

The  Public  Mortuary  which  is  owned  by  the  Urban  District 
Council  is  situated  in  Carr  Lane,  Hoylake. 
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SANITARY  CIRCUMSTANCES  OF  THE  AREA 

Water 

Water  is  supplied  to  the  area  by  two  separate  authorities;  part  by 
the  Hoylake  Urban  District  Council’s  own  supply  and  the  more 
outlying  areas  by  the  West  Cheshire  Water  Board. 

Hoylake  Urban  District  Councils  Supply 

The  source  of  this  water  is  boreholes  sunk  at  Grange  and  at  New- 
ton which  are  fed  into  a reservoir  at  Grange  Water  Works.  Partial 
softening  is  carried  out  at  Grange  Water  Works  and  all  supplies  are 
chlorinated. 

At  the  Grange  Water  Works  a new  Wallace  and  Tierman  V 
notch  automatically  controlled  chlorinator  and  residual  recorder  was 
installed  during  the  year. 

The  drainage  system  from  another  estate  cottage  demolished  on 
account  of  road  widening  was  sealed  off  from  the  main  sewer. 

66  ball  hydrants  were  eliminated  in  the  water  distribution  system 
either  by  replacement  with  modern  screw  down  type  hydrants  or  by 
being  blanked  off  as  being  redundant. 

Routine  bacteriological  and  chemical  analyses  reported  to  the 
Health  and  Water  Committee  were  consistently  satisfactory. 

One  complaint  of  rust  in  domestic  supply  at  a house  was  investi- 
gated. Flushing  of  the  main  and  the  sealing  off  of  a dead  end  in  the 
supply  resulted  in  considerable  improvement.  A sample  submitted 
to  the  City  Analyst,  Liverpool,  showed  a slight  trace  of  iron  (o.2  parts 
per  million)  and  the  comment  was  made  by  the  Analysist  “that  this 
amount  is  not  generally  considered  objectionable”. 

West  Cheshire  Water  Board 

The  main  source  of  supply  of  the  West  Cheshire  Water  Board 
is  the  River  Dee  at  Chester  and  this  water  is  treated  at  Sutton  Hall. 
There  are  also  deep  wells  at  Prenton  and  Mouldsworth. 

Further  extension  of  the  North  Wirral  Trunk  Main  linking  Irby, 
Grange  and  Newton  via  Thurstaston  was  completed  during  the  year. 
Water  pressure  in  the  higher  parts  of  Grange  and  Newton  have  been 
improved  as  a result. 

Reports  on  routine  chemical  and  bacteriological  examinations 
supplied  by  the  Board  regarding  various  sources  of  supply  have  been 
made  to  the  Health  and  Water  Committee  and  the  result  of  such 
examinations  have  been  consistently  satisfactory.  All  the  Boards 
supplies  are  chlorinated. 
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With  the  exception  of  a house  on  Hilbre  Island  all  permanent 
dwellings  in  the  district  have  a piped  water  supply.  A few  summer 
bungalows  at  Newton  are  served  by  two  standpipes.  The  Children’s 
Convalescent  Home,  West  Kirby,  has  an  independent  supply  from  a 
borehole  300  feet  deep  at  the  Home,  and  there  is  also  a borehole  pro- 
viding an  independent  supply  at  the  Deeside  Laundry,  West  Kirby. 

Particulars  of  the  number  of  dwelling  houses  and  of  the  population 
supplied  from  public  water  mains  (a)  direct  to  the  house,  (b)  by  means 
of  stand  pipes,  are  gi\en  below 


(a)  House  direct 

(b)  Standpipes 


Dwelling  Houses  Population 


9,876  30,318 
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Consumption. 

It  is  estimated  that  the  average  consumption  of  water  supplied 
from  the  Council’s  Waterworks  is  approximately  45.09  gallons  per  head 
per  day.  This  figure  includes  water  used  for  trade  purposes. 

The  details  of  the  volume  supplied  to  consumers  in  this  area  by  the 
West  Cheshire  Water  Board  are  not  available,  but  it  is  estimated  that 
consumption  was  in  the  order  of  30.0  gallons  per  head  per  day. 
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Drainage  and  Sewerage 

Restriction  on  building  development  in  certain  parts  of  the  area 
has  been  imposed  in  view  of  the  need  for  improved  sewerage  facilities; 
this  applies  particularly  in  the  areas  of  Greasby,  Frankby  and  Newton. 

An  island  site  of  some  18  houses  surrounded  by  agricultural  land 
in  the  Frankby  area  is  served  by  cesspools  and  sewer  extension  to  allow 
of  proper  drainage  facilities  being  provided  to  these  houses  is  proposed. 
Application  has  been  made  under  the  Rural  Water  Supplies  and 
Sewerage  Acts,  1944  and  1951  for  grants  towards  the  cost  of  the  work, 
and  agreement  to  the  proposals  has  been  obtained  from  the  Cheshire 
County  Council. 

Extension  of  a private  sewer  in  Thurstaston  so  as  to  connect  12 
dwellings  previously  served  by  a cesspool  to  the  main  sewer  has  been 
carried  out  and  all  the  drainage  systems  are  now  in  connection  with 
the  public  sewer  and  the  cesspool  abolished. 

The  Council’s  approval  was  secured  to  various  interim  improve- 
ments for  the  im.mediate  relief  of  flooding  in  certain  parts  of  the  area 
ahead  of  the  general  re-sewering  of  the  district.  A new  relief  sewer  has 
been  provided  at  Manor  Road,  Hoylake.  Works  are  proposed  to 
relieve  flooding  at  Brookfield  Gardens,  West  Kirby,  at  Croft  Drive 
West,  Caldy,  and  a larger  improvement  is  with  the  consultants  in 
respect  of  Park  Road,  Newton. 

Following  a Public  Inquiry  in  March  1959,  the  Ministry  of  Housing 
and  Local  Government  approved,  in  July,  a Sewerage  Scheme  for 
Hoylake  and  parts  of  Wirral,  Birkenhead  and  Wallasey. 


Rivers  and  Streams 

Extensive  works  for  the  relief  of  flooding  of  land  through  which 
the  River  Birkett  flows,  involving  widening  of  bridges,  entraining  of 
banks  and  re-alignment  of  the  channel  are  currently  being  carried 
out  by  the  Cheshire  Rivers  Board. 

Pollution  of  the  River  Birkett  and  Arrowe  Brook  occurs  at  periods 
of  heavy  rainfall  when  storm  water  overflows  commence  to  discharge 
without  adequate  dilution.  A very  dry  summer  limited  the  extent  of 
this  pollution,  but  during  the  Autumn  complaints  were  again  received 
regarding  pollution  of  Arrowe  Brook  in  the  vicinity  of  Brookdale 
Avenue. 
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Closet  Accommodation. 

Twenty-two  dwellings,  including  fourteen  which  are  occupied  as 
summer  dwellings,  are  provided  with  closets  other  than  water  closets. 


Open  Spaces. 

The  District  has  some  225.5  acres  of  public  open  space. 


Public  Cleansing. 

Refuse  is  collected  from  every  dwelling  house  each  week,  and  from 
certain  other  premises  three  times  each  week.  A bi-weekly  collection 
is  also  made  from  schools  and  public  institutions. 


20 


Sanitary  Inspection  of  the  Area. 


Number  and  Nature 

of  Inspections  Made 

Notices 

Served 

Result  of 
Service  of 
Notices 

Statutory 

Informal 

Complied 

With 

Outstanding 

Dwelling  Houses — P.H.A. 

1104 

73 

146 

199 

20 

H.A.  Representations 

104 

— 

14 

14 

H.A.  Overcrowding 

and  Re-housing 

21 

— 

1 

1 



H.A.  Certs,  of  Disrepair 

6 

— 

1 

1 

, 

H A Improvement  Grants  100 

— 

47 

44 

3 

Cesspools,  Septic  Tanks 

159 

— 

6 

6 

Disinfection... 

13 

— 

— 

— 

Ditches  & Watercourses 

112 

— 

1 

1 



Drainage 

565 

36 

61 

91 

6 

Dustbins 

33 

4 

6 

10 

Factories — with  Mechanical  Power 

156 

— 

11 

10 

1 

without  , , , , 

42 

— 

2 

2 

Building  Sites  .... 

60 

— 

7 

7 



Food  Inspection 

53 

— 

5 

5 

— — 

Food  Premises — Bakehouses 

89 

— 

8 

8 



Butchers 

191 

— 

7 

7 

Dairies 

70 

— 

6 

6 

Ice  Cream  Premises 

61 

— 

7 

6 

1 

Restaurants  & Cafes 

287 

— 

43 

4 

39 

Schools,  Hospitals 

& Institutions  etc. 

32 

— 

1 

1 



Fioteis,  Clubs  etc. 

172 

— 

3 

3 

Food  distribution 

76 

— 

8 

8 

Other  Premises 

182 

— 

28 

28 

Street  Vendors  & 

Hawkers 

96 

— 

31 

31 

Hairdressers  & Barbers 

52 

— 

2 

2 

Hackney  Carriages  .... 

48 

— - 

3 

3 

___ 

Ice  Cream  Sampling 

233 

— 

19 

19 

Infectious  Disease  .... 

119 

— 

1 

1 

Keeping  of  Animals 

127 

— 

6 

6 



Licensed  Premises  .... 

64 

— 

21 

19 

2 

Milk  Sampling 

218 

— 

19 

19 

1 Offensive  Accumulations  .... 

210 

— 

20 

20 

1 Other  Food  Samples 

10 

— 

— 



1 Pet  Shops 

12 

— 

5 

5 



Places  of  Entertainment 

36 

— 

4 

4 

Privies,  Earthclosets 

37 

— 

— 

Public  Conveniences 

67 

— 

1 

1 

Rat  Infestations 

1928 

— 

7 

7 

,,  ,,  Sev/er  Treatments 

419 

— 



Refuse  Collection  & Disposal 

46 

— 

3 

3 

Schools 

45 

— 

3 

2 

1 

i Shops  Act 

64 

— 

11 

11 

j Smoke  Observations 

60 

— 

3 

3 

Swimming  Pools 

ao 

— 

— 

— 

Temporary  & Moveable  Dwellings 

55 

— 

3 

3 

Verminous  Premises 

96 

- 

10 

10 

Water  Supply 

97 



6 

6 

Miscellaneous 

391 

— 

73 

73 

— ■ — 

Totals 

7250 

113 

670 

709 

74 
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Factories  Act,  1937  & 1948. 


Inspections. 


Premises 

No.  on 
Register 

Number  of 

Inspections 

Written 

Notices 

Occupiers 

Prosecuted 

(1)  F'actories  in  which  Sections 
1,  2,  3,  4 and  6 are  to  be  en- 
forced by  Local  Authorities 

17 

42 

3 

(2)  Factories  not  included  in 
(1)  in  which  Section  7 is  en- 
forced by  the  Local 
Authority  .... 

72 

156 

12 

(3)  Other  Premises  in  which 
Section  7 is  enforced  by  the 
Local  Authority  (exclud- 
ing out-workers’  premises) 

45 

60 

9 

Total 

134 

258 

24 

— 

Defects  Found. 


Particulars 

Number  of  cases  in  which  defects 
were  found 

Number 
of  cases 
in  which 
prosecu- 
tionswere 
in- 
stituted 

Found 

Remedied 

Reh 
To  H.M. 
Inspector 

irred 

By  H.M. 
Inspector 

Want  of  cleanliness  (S.l)  ... 

3 

3 

— 

— 

— 

Overcrowding  (S.2) 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Unreasonable  temperature 
(S.3)  

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Inadequate  ventilation  (S.4) 

■ — 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Ineffective  drainage  of 
floors  (S.6) 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Sanitary  Conveniences  (S.7) 

(a)  Insufficient  .... 

(b)  Unsuitable  or  defective 

(c)  Not  separate  for  sexes 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

21 

21 

— 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Other  oflFences  against  the 
Act  (not  including  of- 
fences relating  to  Out- 
work) 

Total 

24 

24 

— 

1 

— 
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Factories  Act,  1937  and  1948 

The  only  factories  of  any  size  in  the  area  are  3 laundries,  a brick- 
works, and  an  artificial  tooth  factory  but  many  small  businesses  come 
under  the  definition  of  factory  and  as  such  are  subject  to  inspection.  A 
copy  of  the  return  made  to  the  Ministry  of  Labour  and  National 
Service  is  reproduced  on  page  21. 


Licensed  Premises 

A good  standard  of  repair  and  maintenance  was  maintained  in 
licensed  premises,  and  all  items  included  in  the  19  informal  notices 
served,  were  attended  to  promptly. 

Planning  permission  has  been  granted  to  allow  of  three  old  public 
houses  being  replaced  by  two  modern  establishments.  Complete 
renovation  was  effected  at  one  public  house,  new  living  quarters  being 
provided  and  the  sanitary  accommodation  increased  and  imxproved. 

Bacteriological  examination  of  swabs  taken  from  beer  glasses  was 
undertaken  to  afford  an  index  of  efficiency  of  methods  of  cleansing.  All 
were  satisfactory. 


Shops  Act,  1912  to  1950 

Inspection  of  shops  in  respect  of  the  requirements  of  the  Shops 
Act  as  to  ventilation,  lighting,  heating  and  sanitary  accommodation 
were  carried  out  simultaneously  with  inspections  under  the  Food 
Hygiene  Regulations. 

60  separate  inspections  of  shops  other  than  food  premises  were 
carried  out. 

The  plans  submitted  in  respect  of  new  shops  and  for  major 
improvements  to  existing  shops  were  examined  and  amended  in 
7 cases  so  as  to  secure  compliance  with  the  provisions  of  the  Act. 

A complaint  W'as  received  regarding  Sunday  trading  in  the  Greasby 
area.  Enquiry  showed  that  infringement  had  taken  place  and  the 
warning  was  effective  in  putting  an  end  to  this  practice. 

An  Order  of  Suspension  of  closing  hours  of  shops  was  made  by 
the  Council  to  cover  the  Christmas  period. 

Camping  Sites  and  Moveable  Dwellings 

One  camping  site  at  Greasby  is  authorized  by  the  Council  and 
permission  for  its  use  for  a period  of  12  months  was  granted.  30 
caravans  were  on  the  site  during  the  year.  They  are  used  during  the 
summer  months  only,  mostly  at  weekends. 

The  proprietor  resides  in  a dwelling  house  on  the  camp  site. 
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Smoke  Abatement 
Clean  Air  Act 

Building  Bye-laws  made  under  Section  61  of  the  Public  Health 
Act,  1936,  and  Section  24  of  the  Clean  Air  Act,  1956,  were  made  by 
the  Council  and  confirmed  by  the  Alinistry  of  Housing  and  Local 
Government  on  2nd  October,  1959. 

They  provide  that  as  from  1st  December,  1959,  only  such  appli- 
ances for  heating  and  cooking  as  are  suitably  designed  for  burning 
“smokeless”  fuels,  shall  be  provided  in  new  buildings. 

This  District  is  not  included  in  the  “black  areas”  from  which  a 
report  is  requested  on  measures  to  deal  with  domestic  smoke  in  Circular 
5 59  by  the  Ministry  of  Housing  and  Local  Government.  The  County 
Boroughs  adjacent  to  this  district  are  included,  and  they  propose,  or 
have  made,  smoke  control  orders  within  their  districts.  This  has  its 
repercussions  in  Hoylake,  in  that  many  of  the  solid  fuel  burning 
appliances  used  locally  are  purchased  from  merchants  operating  in 
these  County  Boroughs  and  are  of  a type  approved  for  use  in  smoke 
control  areas. 

In  addition  propaganda  for  clean  air  in  the  Merseyside  Press  is 
widely  read  by  residents  in  this  district  and  the  residents  are  becoming 
increasingly  “clean  air”  conscious. 

Alodernization  of  grates  and  solid  fuel  appliances  is  taking  place 
rapidly  without  legal  direction.  Oil  fired  heating  is  being  increasingly 
used  in  dwelling  houses. 

During  the  year  one  hotel  and  a laundry  in  West  Kirby  have  been 
converted  to  oil  firing.  Excessive  smoke  at  a hospital  was  abated 
following  discussion  with  the  Chairman  of  the  Board  of  Managers  and 
their  Consulting  Engineer.  Excessive  smoke  from  a Hoylake  Laundry 
was  found  to  be  due  to  an  inefficient  operating  underfeed  stoker  and 
adjustment  in  the  draught  was  necessary  before  smoke  emission  was 
reduced. 


Alkali,  etc.,  Works  Regulation  Act 

Improvements  in  the  apparatus  for  scrubbing  of  spin-room  gases 
at  Greenfield  Works  across  the  Dee,  were  reported  on  as  being  com- 
pleted in  the  Annual  Report  for  1958.  No  complaints  were  received 
regarding  offensive  smells  from  this  source  during  1959,  and  a dis- 
tinct improvement  has  been  noticeable. 
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Swimming  Baths  and  Pools 

Circular  1 /60  of  the  Ministry  of  Health  requires  that  a paragraph 
in  the  report  of  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health  should  be  devoted  to  a 
description  of  public  swimming  baths  in  the  district  indicating  the 
source  of  the  water  used  for  filling,  the  method  of  treatment  and  the 
frequency  of  changing  the  water,  together  with  a commentary  on 
bacteriological  examinations. 

There  are  two  open  air  swimming  baths  in  the  district  which  are 
under  the  control  oi  the  Parks  and  Foreshores  Committee  of  the 
Council. 

The  Hoylake  sv*im.ming  pool  is  an  enclosed  bath  built  in  on  Floy- 
lake  Beach  adjacent  to  the  promenade.  The  source  of  the  water  used 
for  filling  is  the  River  Dee  at  high  tide.  A new  intake  pipe  on  the  West 
side  of  the  pool  is  proposed  for  1960.  The  bath  is  fitted  with  a Candy 
continuous  filtration  plant  comprising  wire  mesh  screening,  alumina 
ferric  precipitation  plant  and  mechanical  filtration,  the  above  series 
being  capable  of  dealing  with  the  whole  of  the  contents  of  the  pool 
twice  in  twenty-four  hours.  A new  Wallace  and  Tieran  mechanical 
continuous  chlorinator  was  installed  in  1956. 

Daily  tests  for  residual  chlorine  are  taken  by  the  Superintendent 
and  additional  chemical  and  bacteriological  samples  are  submitted  for 
examination  during  the  season.  Four  chemical  analyses  were  made  in 
June  and  in  August  and  all  were  satisfactory.  Bacteriological  examin- 
ations made  by  the  Public  Flealth  Laboratory  during  June  were  also 
satisfactory.  Following  an  unusual  occurrence  a series  of  extra  bac- 
teriological samples  were  taken  during  the  period  10th  to  the  18th 
August.  This  was  necessary  as  a result  of  a contamination  of  the  pool 
brought  about  by  a localized  cloudburst  in  Hoylake  on  the  evening 
of  the  9th  August,  when  one  inch  of  rain  fell  during  a period  of  half 
an  hour.  The  surrounds  of  the  pool  became  contaminated  by  flood 
water  and  road  washings,  and  as  a result  the  pool  was  closed  for  two 
days  to  allow  chlorination,  filtration  and  cleaning  of  the  surrounds. 
The  results  of  these  processes  were  checked  by  the  series  of  extra 
samples  referred  to.  Out  of  seven  samples  taken  on  the  11th  no  B. 
coli  or  Coliform  Organisms  were  found  in  10  milligrammes  of  6 samples, 
nor  was  any  bacteria  grown  at  37°C.  The  result  of  bacteriological 
examinations  taken  on  the  18th  were  again  satisfactory. 

The  West  Kirby  swimming  pool  is  mierely  a roped  off  area  of  the 
Marine  Lake,  provided  with  diving  boards,  dressing  and  cafe  facilities. 
The  Marine  Lake  which  covers  an  area  of  32  acres  retains  water  from 
the  Dee  Estuary  which  fills  and  replenishes  it  at  certain  states  of  the 
tide.  Chemical  and  bacteriological  control  of  the  water  in  the  baths 
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in  its  present  form  is  obviously  inpracticable.  A report  on  a chemical 
analysis  which  made  reference  to  turbidity  was  referred  to  the  Parks 
and  Foreshores  Committee  at  their  October  Meeting. 

In  passing,  reference  might  be  made  to  an  infestation  of  small 
flies  (Dilophus  Febrilis)  which  occurred  on  the  surface  and  surrounds 
of  the  Floylake  Baths,  the  Promenade  and  the  Beach,  during  a very 
dry  summer.  The  cause  of  the  trouble  appeared  to  be  weed  and  organic 
matters  left  by  the  receding  tide.  After  removal  of  the  debris  no  further 
trouble  was  experienced. 

Eradication  of  Bed  Bugs 

Number  of  houses  found  to  be  infested  : 

(a)  Council  houses  ....  ....  ....  ....  ....  ...  — 

(b)  Other  houses  ...  ....  ....  ....  ....  ...  2 

Number  of  houses  disinfested  : 

(a)  Council  houses  ....  . . ....  ....  ....  ....  — 

(b)  Other  houses  ....  ...  ....  ..  . ....  ....  2 

Method  employed  : Spraying  with  D.D.T.  Insecticide. 

Hydrogen  Cyanide  Regulations 

No  notification  of  treatment  of  houses  under  the  above  Regu- 
lations was  received. 


Schools 

All  schools  in  the  district  are  supplied  with  water  from  the  public 
supplies  and  all  are  provided  with  water  closets.  There  are  2 Grammar, 
1 Secondary  and  3 Primary  schools  belonging  to  the  County  Authority 
with  3 controlled  C.  of  E.  and  1 C.  of  E.  outside  County  control.  A 
new  Primary  school  is  in  course  of  construction.  There  are  2 boarding 
schools  and  8 private  schools.  New  kitchens  have  been  provided  at  a 
Primary  school  in  Greasby.  Four  of  the  private  schools  make  arrange- 
ments for  school  meals. 

A very  high  standard  of  premises  and  equipment  in  all  schools 
for  the  provision  and  serving  of  school  meals  has  been  maintained. 

All  schools  are  supplied  with  Pasteurised  milk  and  all  institutions 
admitting  children  obtain  either  Tuberculin  Tested  or  Pasteurised 
milk. 

The  attention  of  the  Cheshire  Education  Committee  was  drawn 
to  the  urgent  need  for  modernization  and  improvement  of  the  sanitary 
accommodation  provided  at  West  Kirby  C.  of  E.  Controlled  School. 

The  Director  of  Education  has  written  to  the  effect  that  the 
Managing  Body  of  the  school  have  stressed  the  urgency  of  having 
improvements  carried  out  at  an  early  date,  but  that  owing  to  financial 
restriction  the  Education  Committee  is  unable  to  arrange  for  the  work 
to  be  done  until  the  1960-61  financial  year. 
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HOUSING 

194  units  of  accommodation  were  provided  by  the  Council  and 
private  enterprise  during  1959,  compared  with  261  during  1958. 
Of  this  number,  4 new  houses  were  erected  by  the  Council,  175 
houses  and  15  flats  by  private  enterprise. 


During  the  year  the  following  progress  has  been  made  : 


1 Description 

Local 

Authority 

Private 

Enterprise 

Total 

No.  of  new  houses  erected  during  1959 

4 

175 

179  1 

No.  of  flats  provided  in  1959  .... 

— 

15 

15 

Total 

4 

190 

194 

Five  Council  houses  are  in  the  course  of  erection  for  slum  clearance 
purposes. 

The  following  table  indicates  the  progress  made  since  the  1st 
August,  1945,  when  the  Ministry  of  Health  authorised  the  com- 
m^encement  of  housing  programmes: 


1 Description 

Local 

Authority 

Private 

Enterprise 

Total 

No.  of  new  houses  erected  since  1st 
August,  1945 

No.  of  war  damaged  houses  erected 
since  1st  August  1945 

645 

1785  [ 

r 

10  j 

2440 

No.  of  flats  provided  since  1st  August, 

I 1945  

34 

387 

421 

1 Total 

679 

2183 

2861 

The  Council  in  January,  1959,  decided  “that  no  further  Orders  be 
proceeded  with  until  arrangements  are  made  for  the  re-housing  of 
persons  affected  by  Orders  already  approved”. 

This  has  had  the  effect  of  severely  limiting  the  implementation 
of  the  Council’s  Five  Year  Programme  of  Slum  Clearance  and  Demo- 
lition agreed  in  1955,  and  no  representations  of  unfit  houses  has  been 
made  during  1959.  Thus  in  the  fifth  and  final  year  approximately 
50%  only  of  the  agreed  programme  has  been  carried  out.  An  appraisal 
of  the  position,  submitted  to  the  Health  and  Water  Committee  to  the 
Council  sets  out  the  position  at  the  end  of  the  year  as  follows: — 
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SLUM  CLEARANCE 

Five  Year  Clearance  Area  and  Demolition  Scheme 
Review  of  position  January,  1960 

Section  A 
Clearance  Areas 

No.  of  houses  included  in  Five  Year  Programme  ....  ....  97 

No.  of  these  houses  represented  to  date  ....  ....  ....  ....  45 

No.  of  these  houses  inspected  and  ready  for  representation  ....  9 

No.  of  these  houses  in  Confirmed  Clearance  Orders  ....  ....  42 

No.  of  families  re-housed  by  Council  ....  ..  . ....  ....  5 

No.  of  families  from  these  houses  otherwise  re-housed  ....  3 

No.  of  these  houses  demolished  ....  ....  ....  ....  2 

No.  of  these  houses  vacated  and  awaiting  demolition  ....  ....  6 

No.  of  Closing  Orders  made  ..  . ....  ..  . ...  ....  1 

No.  of  houses  ready  for  representation  in  addition  to  Five  Year 

Programme  ....  ..  ....  ....  . . ..  ....  12 

Section  B 

Individual  Unfit  Houses 

No.  of  houses  included  in  Five  Year  Programme  ....  ....  25 

No.  of  these  houses  represented  to  date  ....  ....  ....  ....  4 

No.  of  these  houses  prepared  for  representation  ....  ....  1 

No.  of  Demolition  Orders  made  ....  ....  ....  ....  ....  2 

No.  of  Undertakings  to  demolish  accepted  ....  ....  ....  2 

No.  of  houses  demolished  ....  ....  ....  ....  ....  4 

No.  of  occupiers  re-housed  by  Council  ....  ....  ....  ....  4 

No.  of  houses  made  fit  on  undertaking  ....  ....  ....  1 
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Section  C 

Local  Authority  Houses 

No.  of  properties  owned  by  Council  and  considered  unfit  for 

habitation  and  included  in  programme  ..  . ...  . 3 

No.  of  houses  inspected  and  ready  for  representation  . 3 


Section  D 

Unfit  Houses  capable  of  repair 

No.  of  houses  included  ....  ....  ....  ....  ....  . 5 

No.  of  houses  made  fit  and  removed  from  list  ....  ....  ....  2 

Allocation  of  well  rciaintained  payments  directed  by  the  Minister 
to  be  paid  in  respect  of  four  houses  subject  to  Clearance  Orders  Nos. 
6 and  8 and  amounting  to  £2^1  were  agreed  by  the  Committee. 

Claims  under  the  Slum  Clearance  Compensation  Act,  1956,  were 
agreed  with  the  District  Valuer  in  three  cases. 

. Fourteen  persons  in  seven  families  were  re-housed  during  the 
year. 


HOUSING  REPAIRS  AND  RENTS  ACT  1954 

No  Certificates  of  Disrepair  were  revoked  during  the  year,  which 
leaves  13  certificates  still  outstanding. 

RENTS  ACT  1957 

One  application  for  revocation  on  completion  of  work  was  granted. 

One  application  for  Certificate  of  Disrepair  was  received  from  a 
tenant  and  was  not  granted. 

Total  number  of  certificates  outstanding  at  the  end  of  the  year  6. 


IMPROVEMENT  GRANTS 

Twenty-three  houses  were  inspected  by  the  department  at  the 
request  of  the  Engineer  and  Surveyor  in  connection  with  applications 
for  Improvement  Grants. 
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INSPECTION  AND  SUPERVISION  OF  FOOD 

Milk  Supply 

By  virtue  of  an  Order  made  in  1955  under  the  Food  and  Drugs 
(Milk  Dairies  and  Artificial  Cream)  Act,  1959,  only  certain  specifically 
designated  milks  are  authorised  to  be  sold  in  the  district,  and  these 
designations  are  Tuberculin  Tested,  Pasteurised  and  Sterilised. 

22  distributors  are  registered  in  the  district,  to  whom  licences  for 
the  sale  of  designated  milk  have  been  issued  as  follows  : 

Milk  (Special  Designations)  (Raw  Milk)  Regulations  1949-1954  : 
Dealers  Retailing  Licence  ....  ....  ....  ....  16 

Supplementary  Retailing  Licence  ....  ....  ....  9 

Milk  (Special  Designations)  (Pasteurised  and  Sterilised  Milks) 
Regulations  1949-1954  : 

Dealers  Retailing  Licence  ....  ....  ....  ....  38 

Supplementary  Retailing  Licence  ....  ....  ....  17 

Samples  derived  from  four  pasteurizing  plants  were  submitted  for 
phosphatase  test  at  regular  monthly  intervals  and  for  the  fourth  suc- 
cessive year  there  were  no  failures. 

Raw  milk  supplies  are  submitted  to  the  Public  Health  Laboratories 
for  statutory  tests  and  for  biological  examination  at  regular  intervals. 

None  of  the  samples  submitted  this  year  was  found  to  be  positive 
for  tubercle. 

One  sample  found  to  be  positive  for  brucella  abortus  was  referred 
to  the  County  Medical  Officer  of  Health  for  appropriate  action. 

6 samples  out  of  an  increased  total  submitted  this  year  failed  the 
methylene  blue  test.  As  a result  of  the  hot  weather  18  methylene  blue 
tests  were  void. 


Number 

of 

Samples 

IVleth',  lene 
Blue 

Phos- 

phatase 

'Pubercle 

Bacilli 

Turbidity 

Brucella 

Abortus 

Designation 

Passed 

P'ailed 

Passed 

P'ailed 

Positive 

Negative 

Passed 

Failed 

i 

Positive 

Negative  j 

Sterilised 

25 

25 

— 

— 

— ■ 

— 

— 

24 

1 

— 

— 

Pasteurised 

57 

56 

1 

57 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Accredited 

— 

Upgraded 

Tuberculin 

Tested 

50 

46 

4 

50 

— 

20 

_ 

— 

1 

19 

T.  T. 

Pasteurised 

71 

70 

1 

71 

— 

— 

- — ■ 

— 

— 

— 

T otals 

203 

197 

6 

203 

— 

20 

— 

24 

1 

1 

19 
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MEAT  AND  OTHER  FOODS 

There  are  no  slaughterhouses  in  the  district. 

For  the  first  time  since  the  passing  of  the  Slaughter  of  Animals 
Act,  1933,  no  Slaughterman’s  Licences  were  issued  to  local  butchers. 

Supplies  of  home  killed  meat,  with  the  exception  of  a very  small 
quantity  obtained  from  a private  slaughter  house  in  Ellesmere  Port, 
are  obtained  from  the  meat  markets  in  Liverpool  and  Birkenhead. 

Transport  of  meat  from  wholesaler  to  retailer  has  again  improved, 
most  local  butchers  now  using  their  own  vans.  A complaint  to  a whole- 
sale distributor  resulted  in  a new  vehicle  being  provided.  The  method 
of  transport  of  offal  is,  however,  not  yet  satisfactory. 

Butchers  shops  which  now  number  26  and  3 self-service  retailing 
premises  with  cutting  up  rooms  at  the  rear,  are  subjected  to  frequent 
routine  visits. 

The  standard  of  hygiene  and  equipment  is  high  in  most  shops 
and  increase  of  refrigerated  display  is  again  evident  this  year. 

The  Food  Hygiene  Codes  of  Practice  relating  to  the  Hygienic 
Transport  and  Handling  of  Meat  were  received  at  the  end  of  the  year, 
and  the  Health  and  Water  Committee  decided  to  issue  copies  to  all 
meat  handlers.  These  booklets  have  been  delivered  by  hand  to  the 
butchers,  employees  and  other  meat  handlers,  by  the  Public  Health 
Inspectors,  and  useful  on  the  spot  discussions  have  taken  place. 

IVIeat  surrendered  amounted  to  109  lbs.  (bonetaint  and  decom- 
position). 


UNSOUND  FOOD 

47  surrender  notes  were  issued  relative  to  unsound  food,  details 


of  which  are  appended.  Disposal  was  carried  out  satisfactorily. 


Commodity  Surrendered 

Quantity 

Reason  for  condemnation 

Tins  Cooked  Ham  .... 

6 tins 

Blown  or  damaged 

Choc.  Ices  . . 

dozen 

De-frozen 

Tins  Fish 

19  tins 

Blown  or  damaged 

Tins  Meat  .... 

15  tins 

Blown  or  damaged 

Tins  Tomatoes 

23  tins 

Blown  or  damaged 

Tins  Soup  .... 

8 tins 

Blown  or  damaged 

Tins  Milk  .... 

22  tins 

Blown  or  damaged 

Tins  Vegetables 

23  tins 

Blown  or  damaged 

Tins  Fruit  .... 

137  tins 

Blown  or  damaged 

Meat 

109  lbs. 

Taint  and  decomposition 

Packets  Margarine 

10  dozen 

Rancid 

Chocolate  Walnut  Whirls 

12  dozen 

Affected  by  grubs 

Liver.... 

10  lbs. 

Decomposition 

Christmas  Puddings 

12 

Mould 

Tin  Liquid  Eggs 

1 tin 

Decomposition 

Two  consignments  of  defrosted  foo 

dstuffs: — 

Packets  Pastry 

105  pkts. 

Cakes 

14 

Packets  Fruit 

47  pkts. 

Pies  .... 

40 

Packets  Fish  Cakes 

60  pkts. 

Packets  Fish 

290  pkts. 

Cartons  Orange  Juice 

5 cartons 

Packets  Cheese 

6 pkts. 

Packets  Meat 

207  pkts. 

Meat 

22  lbs. 

Cartons  Ice  Cream 

171  cartons 

Packets  Vegetables  .... 

536  pkts. 
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FOOD  PREMISES 


Food  Preparation  and  Retail  premises  in  the  district  may  be 
classified  as  follows  : 


Bakehouses 

20 

Butchers 

25 

Conhctioncrv  and  Cakes 

35 

Cafis 

25 

Chemists  .... 

16 

Clubs 

15 

Dairies 

19 

Fishmongers 

12 

Fried  Fish  and  Chip  Saloons 

7 

Greengrocers 

45 

Grocers  . . 

82 

Hospitals  and  Institutions 

9 

Licensed  Prem.ises 

20 

IVlilk  Bars 

2 

Residential  Hotels 

14 

School  Kitchens 

15 

Sweet  Shops 

39 

Wines  and  Spirits 

8 

Premises  Registered  are  as  follows 

For  manufacture  of  Sausages,  Potted  Meats  etc.  16 
Bakehouse  ....  ....  ....  ....  ....  ....  21 

Fried  Fish  Premises  ....  ....  ....  ....  6 

Ice  Cream  Manufacture  ....  ....  ....  ....  3 

Ice  Cream  Retail  ....  ....  ....  ....  ....  122 


Inspection  of  food  premises  has  again  occupied  a very  large  part 
of  the  time  of  the  Inspectors  and  the  number  of  visits  has  been  in- 
creased by  25%  to  food  shops,  and  the  number  of  inspections  of 
catering  establishments  has  been  doubled.  No  major  improvement  of 
premises  has  been  recorded,  most  having  now  achieved  the  standard 
required  by  the  Food  Hygiene  Regulations.  The  trouble  is  now  one  of 
maintaining  proper  hygienic  standards  by  the  management  and  per- 
sonnel, hence  the  increased  visiting  by  the  Inspectors.  It  was  found 
necessary  to  issue  142  notices  dealing  with  a wide  variety  of  matters 
affecting  food  hygiene  and  the  Regulations,  and  with  a few  exceptions 
these  were  attended  to  promptly. 

Most  of  the  proprietors  of  food  premises  are  hygiene  conscious 
and  the  larger  multiple  firms  usually  have  their  own  shops  Inspectors, 
with  whom  a close  liaison  is  maintained  by  the  department. 

Visiting  has  been  supplemented  by  the  taking  of  swabs  for  bac- 
teriological examination— 80  such  examinations  produced  2 which  were 
unsatisfactory  and  improved  methods  of  cleansing  were  required  by 
the  proprietors. 
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An  increasing  num  ber  of  vans  from  which  foods  are  sold  are  now 
operating  in  the  district,  and  more  attention  has  been  given  to  this 
aspect  of  the  matter. 

Two  retailers  ceased  to  operate  as  a result  of  restrictions,  and 
improvements  to  five  vans  were  secured. 

ICE  CREAM 

There  are  three  local  manufacturers  on  the  register  and  all  use  the 
Cold  Mix  method  of  preparation  of  ice  cream. 

There  are  122  dealers  on  the  register  and  9 manufacturers  outside 
the  district  supply  them. 

191  samples  of  ice  cream  and  42  samples  of  water  ices  were  sub- 
mitted to  the  Bacteriologist.  Unsatisfactory  grading  of  14  samples  in 
July  was  the  subject  of  correspondence  between  the  department  and 
the  multiple  firm  concerned.  The  samples  were  derived  from  a number 
of  retail  premises  and  both  loose  and  wrapped  ice  cream  was  involved. 
The  only  common  factor  appeared  to  be  the  type  of  flavour  used. 
Arrangements  were  made  for  the  firm’s  representative  to  visit  all  their 
retailers  to  advise  on  refrigeration,  methods  of  dispensing  and  equip- 
ment. As  a result  improved  gradings  were  achieved,  and  there  has 
been  no  further  cause  for  complaint.  With  the  above  exception  results 
of  the  sampling  indicated  a high  standard  of  hygiene  in  respect  of 
preparation  and  retail  of  these  commodities: — 


Ice  Cream 


Source  of  Supply 

No.  of 
Samples 

Grade 

F.B. 

Coli 

1 

2 

3 

4 

Local 

External 

28 

163 

26 

137 

2 

12 

12 

2 

1 

6 

191 

163 

14 

12 

2 

7 

Water  Ices 


Source  of  Supply 

No.  of 
Samples 

Satisfactory 

Un- 

satisfactory 

Local 

14 

14 

_ 

External 

28 

28 

— 

42 

42 

— 
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Adulteration. 

This  work  is  undertaken  by  the  Cheshire  County  Council. 

List  of  Samples  taken  in  the  Hoylake  Urban  District  under 
the  Food  and  Drugs  Act,  1938,  during  the  year  ended  31st 

December,  1959. 


Name  of  Sample 

Number 

Obtained 

Number  adulterated  or  not 
up  to  the  recognised  standard 
of  quality 

Aspirin  Tablets 

1 



Butter  .. 

1 

— 

Cheese  and  Bacon 

1 

1 

Cheshire  Cheese 

2 

— 

Cream  ... 

1 

— 

Coffee  and  Chicory  Essence  .... 

1 

— 

Christmas  Pudding 

1 

— 

Codeine  Linctus 

1 

— 

Cream  Cakes 

1 

— 

Flour  S.R 

1 

— 

Flavouring  Almond 

1 

— 

Fish  Cakes 

1 

— 

Fish  Paste 

1 

— 

Fresh  Cream  Sandwich  Cake  .... 

1 

— 

Gin 

1 

— 

Ice  Cream 

3 

— 

Jam  

1 

Jellies — Table  .... 

1 

— 

Lard 

2 

— 

Lemon  Curd 

1 

— 

Luncheon  Meat  Tinned 

1 

— 

Alargarine  10%  B. 

1 

— 

Meat  Paste 

1 

— 

Alincemeat 

1 

— 

Milk  

60 

4 

Alilk  cond.  M/C.  Sk.  sweetened 

1 

— 

Mince  Pies 

1 

— 

Mustard... 

1 

— 

Orange  Cordial 

1 

— 

Rum 

1 

— 

Salad  Cream 

1 

— 

Sponge  Sandwich-Dair^^  Cream 

1 

— 

Vinegar,  Malt  .... 

1 

— 

Whisky 

1 

— 

T OTALS 

99 

5 
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Particulars  of  non-standard  samples. 
Hoylake  Urban  District. 


No. 

Sample 

Analysis 

Remarks 

1 

Milk 

Sub  standard  but  genuine 
milk  deficient  in  solids- 
not-fat  to  the  extent  of 

1.1% 

Retail. 

No  action. 

2 

Milk  (Chan- 
nel Islands) 

Deficient  in  milk  fat  to  the 
extent  of  5.0% 

Retail. 

Producer  cautioned. 

3 

Cheese  and 
Bacon 

Visible  crystals  of  Sodium 
phosphate 

Manufacturers  cautioned. 

4 

Milk 

Sub  standard  but  genuine 
milk  deficient  in  solids- 
not-fat  to  the  extent  of 
2.3% 

Retail. 

No  action. 

5 

Milk 

Sub  standard  but  genuine 
milk  deficient  in  solids- 
not-fat  to  the  extent  of 

1.1% 

Retail. 

No  action. 

Shellfish 

An  order  under  the  Shellfish  Regulations  is  operative  over  an 
area  extending  from  the  Red  Stones  to  the  Northward  boundary  of  the 
district.  It  is  administered  by  the  Liverpool  Port  Health  Authority. 


35 


Prevention  of  Damage  by  Pests  Act,  1949. 

One  wholetime  Rodent  Operator  is  employed.  He  deals  with 
specific  complaints  and  carries  out  routine  inspections  over  the  whole 
district  dealing  with  any  infestations  he  finds.  In  addition  he  carries  out 
routine  preventative  treatments  on  refuse  tips,  waste  lands  and  sewers. 

Ten  per  cent  of  all  manholes  in  the  district  are  baited  each  half 
year  thus  giving  a complete  coverage  every  five  years.  No  takes  were 
recorded  in  the  341  manholes  baited  this  year  indicating  that  there  is 
no  serious  infestation  of  the  sewers  in  this  area.  This  may  be  accounted 
for  by  the  regular  treatments  and  the  fact  that  many  of  the  sewers  in 
the  lower  lying  areas  are  fully  charged  at  high  tides. 

The  number  of  actual  infestations  dealt  with  are  listed  below  : 

Dwelling  Houses  (inch  Council  Houses)  ....  236 
Business  Premises  ....  ....  ....  ....  8 

Agricultural  Land  ....  ....  ....  ....  31 

Local  Authority  Property  ...  ....  ....  15 

Total  290 


PREVALENCE  OF,  AND  CONTROL  OVER,  INFECTIOUS 

AND  OTHER  DISEASES. 

332  cases  of  notifiable  diseases,  other  than  tuberculosis,  occurred 
during  the  year.  Details  of  these  are  given  in  the  table  overleaf. 


Notifiable  Diseases  (other  than  Tuberculosis)  for  the  Year  1959. 
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Deaths 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

i 

1 

1 

1 

Cases 

ad- 

mitted 

to 

Hos- 

pital 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

' 

1 

1 

04 

1 

1 

04 

Number  of  Cases  Notified 

ges — Years 

65  & 
over 

1 

CO 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

CO 

45—65 

1 

- 

1 

1 

- 

t-H 

I 

1 

1 

1 

CO 

25—45 

1 

1 

CO 

1 

Tt- 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

15—25 

1 

04 

1 

O 

1 

1 

1 

1 

r— 1 

i/'i 

d 

1 

04 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

\D 

At  a 

5—10 

i 

04 

c^ 

T-H 

1 

1 

1 

1 

CO 

IT) 

1 

ro 

Ti- 

1 

53 

lO 

04 

1 

1 

1 

- 

1 

65 

CO 

1 

1 

45 

'O 

04 

1 

1 

I 

1 

55 

Under 

1 

- 

i 

04 

T— ( 

1 

1 

I 

1 

r-H 

04 

Total 

29 

lO 

249 

1 

22 

CN 

T— < 

t-h 

04 

- 

332 

Disease 

- 

Scarlet  Fever 

Pneumonia  .... 

Measles 

Whooping  Cough  .... 

Food  Poisoning 

Erysipelas  .... 

Dysentery 

Puerperal  Pyrexia  .... 

Poliomyelitis 

Ophthalmia  Neonatorum 

1 TOTALS 
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Prevention  of  Blindness. 

No  action  has  been  taken  by  the  District  Council  under  Section  176 
of  the  Public  Health  Act,  1936,  for  the  prevention  of  blindness  or 
for  the  treatment  of  persons  suffering  from  any  disease  or  injury  to 
the  eyes. 

This  work  is  undertaken  in  the  District  by  the  Cheshire  County 
Council. 


Tuberculosis. 

No  action  has  been  taken  during  1959  under  the  Public  Health 
(Prevention  of  Tuberculosis)  Regulations,  1925,  relating  to  persons 
suffering  from  pulmonary  tuberculosis  employed  in  the  milk  trade, 
or  under  Section  172  of  the  Public  Health  Act,  1936,  relating  to  the 
compulsory  removal  to  a hospital  of  persons  suffering  from  tuberculosis. 


New  Cases  and  Mortality  during  1959. 


NEW 

CASES 

DE/ 

iTHS 

AGE 

PERIODS 

Pulm 

onary 

Non- 

pulmonary 

Pulmonary 

Non- 

pulmonary 

M. 

F. 

M. 

F. 

M. 

F. 

M. 

F. 

Under  1 year.... 

1 — 5 years  .... 

5 — 15  years  .... 

15 — 25  years  .... 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

25 — 35  years  .... 

3 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

35 — 45  years  .... 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

45 — 55  years  .... 

3 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

55 — 65  years  .... 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1 

— 

— 

— 

65  years  and 
over 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

TOTALS  .... 

8 

— 

— 

— 

1 

— 

— 

— 

Note  : 


Notified  before  death. 


Tuberculosis. 
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NESTON  URBAN  DISTRICT. 

Neston  was  constituted  an  Urban  District  in  1894  and  was 
extended  on  1st  April,  1933,  by  the  inclusion  of  the  Parish  of  Ness 
and  parts  of  the  Parishes  of  Burton,  Puddington,  Eastham,  Willaston, 


Raby  and  Thornton  Hough, 

STATISTICS  AND  SOCIAL  CONDITIONS  OF  THE  AREA. 

Area  (acres)  ....  ....  ....  ....  ....  ....  ....  8,497 

Registrar-General’s  Estimate  of  Resident  Population 

(mid-1959)  11,190 

Number  of  inhabited  houses  ....  ....  ....  ....  3,511 

Rateable  value  ....  ....  ....  ....  ....  ....  ^142,242 

Sum  represented  by  a penny  rate  ....  ....  .... 


The  area  is  residential  and  agricultural.  The  aforetime  occupa- 
tion of  fishing  still  predominates  at  Parkgate,  There  are  a number  of 
scholastic  institutions.  Light  industries  of  a type  new  to  the  district 
have  been  established. 


The  natural  increase  of  a population  is  the  excess  of  births  over 
deaths.  The  following  table  shows  the  condition  1950 — 1959  in 
Neston  : — 


Year 

Population 

Natural 

Increase  per 

1,000 

of  Population 

1950 

9,816 

21 

more 

births 

than 

deaths 

+2.1 

1951 

9,785 

9 

more 

births 

than 

deaths 

+0.9 

1952 

9,870 

43 

more 

births 

than 

deaths 

+4.4 

1953 

9,922 

49 

more 

births 

than 

deaths 

+4.9 

1954 

10,060 

40 

more 

births 

than 

deaths 

+4.0 

1955 

10,240 

43 

more 

births 

than 

deaths 

+4.2 

1956 

10,400 

52 

more 

births 

than 

deaths 

+5.0 

1957 

10,790 

42 

more 

births 

than 

deaths 

+3.8 

1958 

10,920 

54 

more 

births 

than 

deaths 

+4.9 

1959 

11,190 

76 

more 

births 

than 

deaths 

+6.7 

40 


Extracts  from  Vital  Statistics  for  the  year  1959. 

These  statistics  are  calculated  on  a population  of  11,190,  the 
estimate  furnished  by  the  Registrar-General. 


Live  Births. 

Total 

Males 

Females 

Legitimate 

....  193 

99 

94 

Illegitimate 

3 

1 

2 

Totals  .... 

....  196 

100 

96 

Birth  Rate  per  1,000  estimated  resident  population  ....  17.5 

Birth  Rate  standardised  for  comparison  with  England  and  Wales  17.6 
Birth  Rate  for  England  and  Wales  ....  ....  ....  16.5 

Illegitimate  Live  Births  per  cent,  of  total  live  births  ....  . ..  1.5 


Stillbirths. 

Total 

Males 

Females 

Legitimate 

5 

4 

1 

Illegitimate 

— 

— 

— 

Totals  .... 

5 

4 

1 

Rate  per  1,000  total  (live  and 

still)  births 

24.8 

Rate  per  1,000  total  (live  and  still)  births  for  England  and  Wales  20.7 
Total  Live  and  Still  Births  ....  ....  ....  ....  201 
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Infant  Deaths  (deaths  under  1 year) 

Total  Males  Females 

Legitimate  ....  ....  ....  6 4 2 

Illegitimate  ....  ....  ....  --  — — 

Totals  ....  ....  ....  ....  6 4 2 

Total  infant  deaths  per  1,000  total  live  births  ....  30.6 

Legitimate  infant  deaths  per  1,000  legitimate  live  births  31.0 

Illegitimate  infant  deaths  per  1,000  illegitimate  live  births  — 

Infant  Mortality  Rate  for  England  and  Wales  ....  22.0 

Neo-natal  Mortality  Rate  ....  ....  ....  ....  ....  20.4 

Early  neo-natal  Mortality  Rate  ....  ....  ....  ....  20.4 

Perinatal  Mortality  Rate  ....  ....  ....  ....  ....  44.7 

Maternal  Mortality  (including  abortion) 

Number  of  deaths  ....  ....  ....  ....  ....  Nil 

Rate  per  1,000  total  live  and  still  births  ....  ....  — 

Deaths.  Total  Males  Females 

120  69  51 

Death  Rate  per  1,000  of  estimated  resident  population  10.7 

Death  Rate  standardised  for  comparison  with  England  and  Wales  10.8 
Death  Rate  for  England  and  Wales  ....  ....  ....  11.6 

Deaths  from  Cancer  (all  ages)  ....  ...  27 

Deaths  from  Measles  (all  ages)  ..  ....  ....  Nil 

Deaths  from  Whooping  Cough  (all  ages)  ....  ....  Nil 

Deaths  from  Diarrhoea  (under  2 years) 


Nil 
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Number  of  Deaths  during  Years  1950 — 1959. 

Year 

Number 

Rate  per  1,000  per  annum. 

1950 

129 

13.1 

1951 

128 

13.1 

1 1952 

d 

100 

10.1 

1 1953 

103 

10.4 

1954 

110 

10.9 

j 1955 

148 

14.5 

1 1956 

114 

11.0 

1957 

1 

129 

11.9 

1958 

130 

11.9 

! 1959 

120 

10.7 

Deaths  at  Various  Ages  During  195 


Age 
Under  1 year 


1 

year 

and 

under  ! 

2 . 

2 

years 

and 

under 

5 . 

5 

years 

and 

under 

15 

15 

years 

and 

under 

25 

25 

years 

and 

under 

35 

35 

years 

and 

under 

45 

45 

years 

and 

under 

55 

55 

years 

and 

under 

65 

65 

years 

and 

under 

75 

75 

years 

and 

under 

85 

85 

years 

and 

over  .. 

Number  of 
Deaths 


7 

11 

17 

29 

28 

20 


Total 


120 
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Table  of  Infantile  Mortality,  1950 — 1959. 


Death  rate  of  infants  under  1 year  of  age  (per  1,000  live  births)  : — 


Year 

Neston 

England  and  Wales 

1950 

46.7 

29.8 

1951 

43.8 

29.6 

1952 

49.0 

27.6 

1953 

32.9 

26.8 

1954 

20.0 

25.5 

1955 

41.9 

24.9 

1956 

18.1 

23  8 

1957 

23.3 

23.0 

1958 

16.3 

22.5 

1959 

30.6 

22.0 

Infantile  Deaths. 

The  causes  of  death  of  children  under  the  age  of  one  year  are 
shown  below. 


Cause  of  Death 

Under  1 
week 

1—2 

weeks 

2—3 

weeks 

3—4 

weeks 

4 weeks 
and  under 

3 months 

3—6 

months 

6—9 

months 

9—12 

months 

Total 

deaths 

under 

1 year 

Prematurity 

3 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

3 

Pneumonia 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1 

1 

— 

2 

Cerebral  Haemorrhage 

1 

1 

Total 

4 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1 

1 

— 

6 
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Causes  of  Death, 

The  table  below  was  compiled  from  figures  supplied  by  the 
RegistPar-General,  and  the  classification  is  given  according  to  the 
cause  of  death. 


I 

Cause  of  Death 

Males 

Females 

Total 

1. 

Tuberculosis,  respiratory 

2. 

Tuberculosis,  other  .... 

- — 

— 

— 

3. 

Syphilitic  Disease 

1 

— 

1 

4. 

Diphtheria 

— 

— 

— 

5. 

Whooping  Cough 

— 

• — 

— 

6. 

Meningococcal  infections 

— 

— 

— 

7. 

Acute  poliomyelitis 

— 

— 

— 

8. 

Measles 

— 

— 

■ — ■ 

9. 

Other  infective  and  parasitic  diseases 

— 

— 

— ■ 

10. 

Malignant  neoplasm,  stomach 

1 

3 

4 

11. 

Malignant  neoplasm,  lung,  bronchus 

3 

1 

4 

12. 

Malignant  neoplasm,  breast  .... 

— 

2 

2 

13. 

Malignant  neoplasm,  uterus 

— 

o 

3 

14. 

Other  malignant  and  lymphatic 
neoplasms  .... 

7 

6 

13 

15. 

Leukaemia,  aleukaemia 

1 

— 

1 

16. 

Diabetes 

1 

— 

1 

17. 

Vascular  lesions  of  nervous  system  ... 

10 

10 

20 

18. 

Coronary  disease,  angina 

13 

5 

18 

19. 

Hypertension  with  heart  disease 

2 

— 

2 

20. 

Other  heart  disease 

9 

10 

19 

21. 

Other  circulatory  disease 

1 

3 

4 

22. 

Influenza 

1 

— 

1 

23. 

Pneumonia 

5 

2 

7 

24. 

Bronchitis 

2 

2 

4 

25. 

Other  diseases  of  respiratory  system 

1 

— 

1 

26. 

Ulcer  of  stomach  and  duodenum 

— 

1 

1 

27. 

Gastritis,  enteritis  and  diarrhoea 

■ — ■ 

— 

— 

28. 

Nephritis  and  nephrosis 

— 

— 

— 

29. 

Hyperplasia  of  prostate 

1 

— 

1 

30. 

Pregnancy,  childbirth,  abortion 

— 

— 

— 

31. 

Congenital  malformations 

— 

— 

— 

32. 

Other  defined  and  ill-defined 
diseases 

5 

3 

8 

33. 

Motor  vehicle  accidents 

2 

— 

2 

34. 

All  other  accidents 

1 

— 

1 

35. 

Suicide 

2 

— 

2 

36. 

Homicide  and  operations  of  war 

— 

• — ■ 

— 

TOTALS 

69 

51 

120 

SUMMARY  OF  VITAL  STATISTICS  FOR  1959  AND  PREVIOUS  YEARS. 
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GENERAL  PROVISION  OF  HEALTH  SERVICES 

FOR  THE  AREA. 

Public  Health  Officers. 

Details  are  given  on  page  3. 

Laboratory  Facilities. 

Investigations  of  a Public  Health  nature  are  undertaken  by  the 
Birkenhead  and  Liverpool  branches  of  the  Ministry  of  Health  Labora- 
tory Service.  A clinical  pathology  service  is  provided  by  the  Regional 
Hospital  Board  in  the  laboratories  at  the  Clatterbridge  General  Hospital. 

Food  and  drugs  throughout  the  district  are  still  submitted  for 
analysis  to  the  Cheshire  County  Laboratory.  The  samples  are  taken 
by  County  Officers. 


Ambulance  Facilities. 

The  Cheshire  County  Council  is  the  ambulance  authority  for 
this  area.  There  has  been  a great  increase  in  the  demand  for 
ambulance  and  hospital  transport,  and  it  has  been  necessary  to 
provide  for  a considerable  expansion  of  the  service  in  order  to  meet 
the  increased  volume  of  work. 

The  ambulance  service  is  operated  from  Broomfield,  Meols 
Drive,  Hoylake,  (telephone  Hoylake  2970)  and  Sandymount, 
Telegraph  Road,  Heswall  (telephone  Heswall  3003). 

Nursing  in  the  Home. 

This  service  is  now  provided  by  the  Cheshire  County  Council 
and  three  District  Nurse  Midwives  and  one  Midwife  are  employed  to 
serve  this  Urban  District. 

Treatment  Centres  and  Clinics. 

The  following  Clinics  are  provided  by  the  Cheshire  County 
Council 


Place.  Each  Month.  Time, 

School  Clinic. 

Clinic  Centre,  Mellock  Lane, 

Neston  ....  1st  Tuesday  ....  9 a.m. 

Young  Children’s  Clinic 

Clinic  Centre,  Mellock  Lane, 

Neston  ....  3rd  Tuesday  ....  9 a.m. 
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Place. 

Child  Welfare. 

Clinic  Centre,  Mellock 
Lane,  Neston 

Red  Cross  Depot, 
Willaston  .... 


Each  Month.  Time. 


....  Every  Thursday  ....  1-30  p.m. 

....  1st  and  3rd  Fridays  2-0  p.m. 


Ante-Natal. 

The  Ante-Natal  Clinics  are  provided  by  the  Cheshire  County 
Council  in  conjunction  with  the  Central  Wirral  Hospital  Management 
Committee  and  are  held  at  : — 

Clinic  Centre,  Mellock 

Lane,  Neston  ....  ....  Every  Monday  ....  9-0  a.m. 

(The  County  Health  Visitors  and  Midwives  are  in  attendance) 

Classes  for  Relaxation  Exercises  are  conducted  by  the  County 
Midwife  every  Friday  at  1.45  p.m. 


Ear,  Nose  and  Throat. 

Clatterbridge  Hospital 


Paediatric. 

Clinic  Centre,  Neston 


Every  Monday 
Every  Thursday 
Every  Friday 


2 p.m.  Adults 

2- 30  p.m.  Adults. 
10-30  a.m.  to  12 

noon  Adults. 

3- 30  to  4-30  p.m. 
Children. 


....  Every  Thursday 


2-00  p.m. 


Ophthalmic. 

Clinic  Centre,  Neston 

Speech  Therapy. 

Clinic  Centre,  Neston 


1st  and  3rd  Wednesday  ....  2-00  a.m. 


Every  Thursday  ....  9-0  a.m.  to  12-0 

noon. 


Dental. 

Clinic  Centre,  Neston 


Every  Tuesday  ....  9-0  a.m.  to  12-0 

noon 


Hearing  Clinic. 

Clinic  Centre,  Neston  ....  2nd  and  4th  ....  9.0  a.m.  to  12.0 

Tuesdays  ....  noon. 
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Place. 

Each  Month. 

Time. 

Tuberculosis  Dispensary. 

42  Hamilton  Square, 

. Every  Tuesday 

..  2-0  p.m.  to 

Birkenhead 

6-0  p.m. 

Every  Thursday  .. 

..  10-0  a.m.  to 

6-0  p.m. 

Every  Friday 

. 2-0  p.m.  to 

6-0  p.m. 


Venereal  Diseases. 


St.  James  Hospital, 
Tollemache  Road, 
Birkenhead. 

...  Every  Monday 

..  2-00  p.m.  to 

6.30  p.m. 
Male  and  Female. 

(Clinic  Annexe) 

Every  Wednesday 

10-0  a.m.  to 

12-30  p.m. 
Male  and  Female. 

Every  Friday 

. 2-0  p.m.  to 

6-30  p.m. 
Male  and  Female. 

Chester  Royal  Infirmary  . 

...  Every  Wednesday 

5.0  to  7.0  p.m. 

Male. 

Every  Thursday  .. 

..  4.30  to  7.30  p.m. 

Female. 

Every  Saturday  .. 

..  11.00  to  1.0  p.m. 

Male. 
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Hospitals. 

The  Neston  and  District  War  Memorial  Cottage  Hospital  has 
52  beds  and  two  cots.  It  is  equipped  for  general  surgery  and  has 
Massage  and  Out-Patient  Departments.  It  is  staffed  by  local  medical 
practitioners  and  visiting  consultants.  The  Hospital  is  con- 
trolled by  the  Liverpool  Regional  Hospital  Board  and  is  in  the  area 
of  the  Central  Wirral  Hospital  Management  Committee.  Other 
hospitals  managed  by  the  Board  are  available  to  local  residents.  The 
hospital  at  Clatterbridge  still  admits  a number  of  patients  from  this 
area  and  others  go  to  the  hospitals  of  Birkenhead,  Liverpool  and 
Chester.  The  Smallpox  Hospital  for  treatment  of  cases  of  this 
disease  is  at  New  Ferry. 

National  Assistance  Act,  1948. 

This  Act  gives  power  to  Local  Sanitary  Authorities  to  arrange 
for  removal  to  hospital  under  a Justice’s  order  of  aged  and  infirm 
persons  who  are  not  able  to  look  after  themselves  and  who  are  not 
receiving  proper  care  and  attention.  Much  time  and  patience  are 
needed  in  order  to  help  these  old  people  and  a number  of  such  cases 
have  been  investigated,  and  arrangements  have  been  made  for  hospital 
treatment  where  necessary. 


Mortuaries. 

There  is  a mortuary  at  the  Neston  and  District  War  Memorial 
Cottage  Hospital. 
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SANITARY  CIRCUMSTANCES  OF  THE  AREA. 

Water. 

The  main  source  of  supply  of  the  West  Cheshire  Water  Board 
is  the  River  Dee  at  Chester  and  this  water  is  treated  at  Sutton  Hall. 
There  are  also  deep  wells  at  Prenton  and  Mouldsworth. 

The  water  supply  of  the  area  and  of  its  several  parts  has  been 
satisfactory  both  in  quality  and  quantity. 

The  water  scarcity  which  occurred  in  many  parts  of  the  country 
as  a result  of  the  abnormally  fine  summer  emphasises  the  need  for 
constant  review  of  the  storage  capacity  of  reservoirs.  The  consumption 
of  water  per  head  of  population  will  increase  with  the  rise  in  living 
standards  and  the  reduction  in  the  numbers  of  houses  without  baths 
and  a hot  water  supply.  Apart  therefore  from  increased  demand  as 
the  result  of  new  building,  it  is  important  to  recognise  and  to  plan  for 
consumption  on  a scale  in  excess  of  that  formerly  regarded  as  normal. 

Every  house  has  a piped  supply  from  the  public  mains.  Details 
are  given  below: — 

The  Council  supplies  water  from  its  own  pumping  stations  to 
the  area  of  the  former  Neston  and  Parkgate  Urban  District  Council 
whilst  the  area  ceded  from  the  late  Wirral  Rural  District  in  1933  is 
supplied  by  the  West  Cheshire  Water  Board. 

Mostyn  House  School  has  a private  supply  of  water  from  an 
artesian  well  at  the  school,  and  there  is  also  an  independent  supply 
from  a deep  well  at  the  Neston  Laundry. 

None  of  the  waters  supplied  has  a plumbo-solvent  action  and  the 
Analyst’s  reports  have  revealed  no  evidence  of  contamination. 

The  Council’s  supply  is  not  softened.  It  has  a hardness  of  224 
expressed  in  parts  per  million  at  the  waterworks  situate  at  Lees  Lane, 
Little  Neston. 

Every  house  has  a piped  supply  from  the  public  mains.  Details 
are  given  below 

Dwelling  Houses  Population 

(a)  House  direct  ....  ....  ...  3,511  11,190 

(b)  Standpipes  ....  ....  ....  — — 

Consumption. 

The  volume  of  water  pumped  from  the  Council’s  Waterworks 
is  estimated  to  represent  a consumption  of  approximately  42  gallons 
per  head  per  day. 

The  details  of  the  volume  supplied  to  consumers  in  this  area  by 
the  West  Cheshire  Water  Board  are  not  available,  but  it  is  estimated  that 
consumption  was  in  the  order  of  30  gallons  per  head  per  day. 
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THE  COUNTIES  PUBLIC  HEALTH  LABORATORIES 
66  VICTORIA  STREET,  LONDON  S.W.l 


ANALYSIS  OF  A SAMPLE  OF  WATER  received  19/3/59. 

Our  ref.  O/TW/90 

fro7n  Neston  Urban  District  Council 

Labelled  Rising  Main,  Pumping  Station,  The  Gorstones,  Little  Neston. 

Taken  By  A.  E.  Prince.  Witness  E.  Weaver.  Signed  A.  E.  Prince 

Chemical  results  expressed  in  parts  per  million 
Appearance  Bright  with  a few  particles 
Turbidity  Less  than  3. 

Colour  Nil  Odour  Nil  Taste  

pH  7.3  Free  Carbon  Dioxide  12 

Electric  Conductivity  460  Alkalinity  as  CaCOs  135 


Ca 

Mg 

Na 

k 

C03  S04 

Cl 

NO/3  Si02 

nypotncticai 

74 

7.9 

20 

3.2 

81 

58 

28 

39 

15 

Combinations 

54 

81 

Calcium  carbonate 

135 

48 

Calcium  sulphate 

63 

20 

2.5 

10 

Magnesium  sulphate 

13 

5.4 

16 

Magnesium  chloride 

21 

6 

9 

Sodium  chloride 

15 

14 

39 

Sodium  nitrate 

53 

3.2 

3 

Potassium  chloride 

6 

15 

Siliea 

15 

Difference 

9 

Total  solid  constituents  dried  at  180°C. 


Hardness — Total*  220 
Nitrate  Nitrogen  8.9 
Ammoniacal  Nitrogen  0.000 
Albuminoid  Nitrogen  0.000 


Non-carbonate 

Absent 

0.00 


Carbonate  135 
Nitrite  Nitrogen 
Oxygen  absorbed 

Residual  chlorine  

Metals  Iron,  Copper,  Lead  and  Maganese: — Absent 

Fluoride  (F)  0.06 — Method:  Perchloric  distillation — thrium  nitrate 
^Calculated  from  the  calcium  and  magnesium  contents. 
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BACTERIOLOGICAL  RESULTS 
Sampling  bottles  are  treated  to  remove  residual  chlorine  if  present 
Number  of  Colonies  developing  (1  day  at  37°C  2 days  at  37°C  3 days  at  20°C 
on  Agar  per  ml.  in  ( 

Present  in  Absent  from  Probable  No. 

Presumptive  Colieaerogenes  Reaction  nil  ml  nil  ml  nil  per  100 

Bact.  coli.  (Type  I)  . ..  ....  ....  nil  ml  nil  ml  nil  per  100 

CL  welchii  Reaction  ....  ....  nil  ml  nil  ml  nil 


This  sample  is  practically  clear  and  bright  in  appearance,  neutral  in  re- 
action and  free  from  iron  and  other  metals. 

The  water  is  hard  in  character  but  not  unduly  so  and  it  contains  no  excess 
of  mineral  constituents.  It  is  of  the  highest  standard  of  organic  quality. 

From  the  aspect  of  the  chemical  analysis  these  results  are  indicative  of  a 
pure  and  wholesome  water  suitable  for  public  supply  purposes. 

(Signed)  Gordon  Miles. 
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Drainage  and  Sewerage 

Some  progress  can  be  reported  in  the  provision  of  sewerage 
facilities  in  Burton  Village. 

Sewer  extensions  are  required  in  those  parts  of  the  district  where 
drainage  is  to  septic  tanks.  This  requirement  is  emphasised  where 
development  is  permitted  in  consequence  of  which  an  area  formerly 
containing  a few  properties  only  unrelated  to  existing  developed 
nuclei  becomes  a colony  with  almost  continuous  development,  some- 
times on  both  sides  of  a road,  as  a result  of  which  the  disposal  of  tank 
effluents  present  difficulty.  The  sewering  of  such  areas  must  be  a 
costly  affair  particularly  where  it  cannot  be  integrated  with  an  existing 
scheme. 

The  need  to  extend  sewage  disposal  plants  to  keep  pace  with  the 
development  of  the  post  war  era  is  also  a matter  which  must  be  borne 
in  mind. 

Last  year’s  report  contained  a passing  reference  to  the  publicly 
expressed  fears  of  bathing  in  waters  contaminated  by  sewerage.  The 
Research  Committee  of  the  Public  Health  Laboratory  Service  conducted 
an  investigation  into  possible  hazards  to  the  public  health  associated 
with  bathing  in  sewage  polluted  sea-water  and  have  issued  a report 
which  suggests  that  the  risk  to  health  of  bathing  in  such  water  can, 
for  all  practical  purposes,  be  ignored. 

There  are,  however,  aspects  of  the  discharge  of  sewage  into  the 
sea  and  estuarial  waters  which  may  be  considered  to  have  a public 
health  significance  in  its  widest  connotation.  It  has  been  estimated 
that  the  sewage  from  a population  of  six  to  seven  million  living  on  or 
near  the  coast  is  carried  by  public  sewers  and  discharged  directly  into 
the  sea.  The  amount  of  nitrogen  and  other  nutrient  materials  thus 
irrevocably  lost  is  substantial;  at  a time  when  demographers  are  con- 
cerned about  the  capacity  of  the  earth  to  sustain  its  ever  increasing 
population  it  may  be  questioned  whether  this  prodigality  can  be 
justified. 

Within  a generation  or  two  means  will  have  to  be  found  to  cause 
two  blades  of  grass  to  grow  where  one  now  grows  if  the  spectre  of 
starvation  is  not  to  hover  over  the  earth.  Already  those  whose  ears 
are  attuned  can  hear  the  beat  of  its  wings. 

In  the  United  Kingdom  the  use  of  nitrogenous  fertilisers  has  in- 
creased fourfold  since  1939  and  it  is  stated  that  present  consumption 
could  be  doubled  with  advantage. 

A report  on  The  Use  of  Town’s  Wastes  in  Agriculture  (1954) 
refers  to  the  loss  of  nitrogen  in  sewage  effluents  discharged  into  the 
sea  and  concludes  that  attention  should  be  given  to  the  investigation 
of  methods  of  sewage  treatment  whereby  part  of  this  nitrogen  might 
be  recovered. 
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Rivers  and  Streams. 

There  is  no  gross  pollution  of  streams.  The  district  is  not  liable  to 
serious  flooding  although  in  a few  places  after  periods  of  abnormally 
heavy  rainfall  ditches  and  surface  water  drains  become  surcharged. 
There  is  an  unfortunate  tendency  to  regard  a ditch  as  a convenient 
repository  for  garden  and  other  refuse  and  to  forget  that  it  is  a drainage 
channel  which  if  blocked  can  give  rise  to  serious  consequences.  The 
severing  of  field  drains  in  the  course  of  building  development  and 
failure  properly  to  re-instate  them  is  frequently  the  cause  of  water- 
logged ground  conditions. 


Closet  Accommodation. 

In  rural  parts  of  the  district  remote  from  sewers  a number  of 
pail  closets  and  chemical  closets  are  in  use. 


Open  Spaces. 

The  District  has  some  68.0  acres  of  public  open  space. 
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Public  Cleansing 

Interest  in  the  composting  of  refuse  continues  and  a full  scale 
plant  has  been  installed  in  Jersey  from  which  it  is  hoped  useful  infor- 
mation will  be  obtained.  A more  recent  development  is  the  proposal 
to  manufacture  solid  fuel  bricquettes  from  town  waste.  If  these  de- 
velopments can  be  brought  to  fruition  a substantial  advance  will  have 
been  achieved  in  the  solution  of  one  of  the  pressing  problems  of  the 
time. 


Salvage. 

The  following  table  shows  the  weight  and  value  of  the  material 
returned  to  industry  during  this  year. 


Material 

Weight 

V alue 

Tons 

Cwts. 

Qrs. 

r 

s. 

d. 

Waste  Paper  .... 

158 

6 

2 

1313 

14 

4 

Rags 

4 

5 

2 

106 

17 

6 

Non-ferrous  Metal  .... 

1 

3 

H 

70 

2 

6 

Scrap  Iron  

1 

1 

0 

4 

0 

0 

164 

15 

li 

XI 494 

14 

4 

The  w^eight  and  value 

of  material  salvaged 

since 

1939  is 

: — 

Tons 

Cwts. 

Qrs. 

X- 

s. 

d. 

2046 

18 

11 
^ 2 

17090 

8 

5 
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SANITARY  INSPECTION  OF  THE  AREA. 


Nol 

Ser 

;ices 

ved 

Resu 

Servi 

No 

lit  of 
ce  of 
tice 

Prosec 

:utions 

Number  and  Nature 

of  Inspections  Made 

U 

O 

+-» 

•M 

c: 

cn 

B 

u 

C 

OJ 

Xi 

a.ti 

IS 

U 

ac 

G 
♦ ^ 

a 

CQ 

C/5 

o 

T) 

I) 

■M 

G 

4-> 

• 

4-> 

C/D 

c 

GO 

G 
• ^ 

G 

<u 

CL 

Dwelling  houses  : 
Inspected 

186 

8 

72 

67 

13 

Re  infectious  disease  .... 

27 

— 

4 

4 

— 

— 

— 

Housing  Acts  on 
complaints  .... 

22 

1 

16 

17 

_ 

_ 

House  to  house 
inspection 

83 

3 

27 

26 

4 

Overcrowding  .... 

6 

— 

2 

2 

— 

— 

— 

Tents,  vans  and  sheds 

12 

■ — 

2 

2 

— 

— 

Factories 

178 

— 

11 

11 

— 

— 

— 

Theatres  and  cinemas  .... 

4 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Cowsheds 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Dairies  .... 

10 

— 

1 

1 

— 

— 

— 

Milk  samples 

71 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Premises  used  for 

preparation  of  food  .... 

372 

- 

27 

27 

-- 



_ 

Fried  fish  shops 

4 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Ice  cream  premises 

18 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Water  samples  .... 

27 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Keeping  of  animals 

16 

— 

4 

4 

— 

— 

— 

Schools  .... 

10 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Sewers,  ventilators,  etc. 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Back  passages 

3 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Drains  inspected 

17 

— 

5 

5 

— 

— 

— 

,,  smoke  tested 

8 

— 

1 

1 

— 

— 

— 

,,  water  tested 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Septic  tanks  and  cesspools 

27 

— 

12 

12 

— 

— 

— 

Refuse  collection  and 
disposal 

463 

— 

- 

. 

Offensive  accumulations 

34 

— 

7 

6 

1 

— 

— 

Rats  and  mice  destruction 

18 

— 

9 

9 

— 

— 

— 

Pools,  ditches  and 
watercourses  .... 

16 

3 

2 

1 

Privy  middens  .... 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Public  conveniences 

4 

— 

« 

' — 

— 

— 

— 

Ashpits  and  bins 

18 

— 

6 

6 

— 

— 

— 

Smoke  observations 

26 

— 

3 

2 

1 

— 

— 

Slaughterhouses  

103 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Total 

1783 

12 

212 

204 

20 

— 
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Factories  Act,  1937  & 1948. 


Inspections 


Premises 

No.  on 
Register 

Number  of 

Inspections 

Written 

Notices 

Occupiers 

Prosecuted 

(1)  Factories  in  which  Sections 
1,  2,  3,4  and  6 are  to  be  en- 
forced by  Local  Authorities 

6 

15 

2 

----- 

(2)  Factories  not  included  in 
(1)  in  which  Section  7 is 
enforced  by  the  Local 
Authority  .... 

38 

102 

4 

(3)  Other  Premises  in  which 
Section  7 is  enforced  by  the 
Local  Authority  (excluding 
out-workers’  premises)  .... 

9 

61 

5 

Total 

53 

178 

11 

— 

Defects  found 


Particulars 

Number  of  cases  in  which  defects 
were  found 

Number 
of  cases 
in  which 
prosecu- 
tionswere 
in- 
stituted 

Found 

Remedied 

Refe 
To  H.M. 
Inspector 

rred 

By  H.M. 
Inspector 

Want  of  cleanliness  (S.l)  .... 

2 

2 

— 

— 

— 

Overcrowding  (S.2) 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Unreasonable  temperature 
(S.3)  

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Inadequate  ventilation  (S.4) 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Ineffective  drainage  of 
floors  (S.6) 

1 

1 

— 

— 

— 

Sanitary  conveniences  (S.7) 

(a)  Insufficient  .... 

(b)  Unsuitable  or  defective 

(c)  Not  separate  for  sexes 

1 

1 

— 

— 

— 

4 

4 

— 

— 

— 

1 

1 

— 

— 

— 

Other  offences  against  the 
Act  (not  including  of- 
fences relating  to  Out- 
work) 

Total 

9 

9 

— 

— 
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Factories  Act,  1937  $c  1948. 

The  factories  in  the  district  have  been  visited  from  time  to  time 
and  the  attention  of  the  occupiers  has  been  directed  to  those  matters 
necessary  to  secure  compliance  with  the  Act. 


Shops  and  Offices. 

Inspections  under  Section  10  of  the  Shops  Act,  1934,  were  made 
to  secure  compliance  therewith. 


Camping  Sites. 

No  licences  were  granted  under  Sections  268  and  269  of  the 
Public  Health  Act,  1936. 


Smoke  Abatement  and  Atmospheric  Pollution 

Smuts  from  an  oil  fired  plant  gave  rise  to  complaint. 


Number 

Eradication  of  Bed  Bugs. 

of  houses  found  to  be  infested : — 

(a)  Council  Houses 

1 

(b)  Other  Houses  .... 

None 

Number 

of  Houses  Disinfested  : — 

(a)  Council  Houses 

1 

(b)  Other  Houses  .... 

None 

Schools. 

The  schools  are  in  a satisfactory  sanitary  condition. 
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Housing. 

During  the  year  the  following  progress  has  been  made  : — 


Description 

Local 

Authority 

Private 

Enterprise 

Total 

Number  of  new  houses  erected  during 
1959 

{a)  Permanent 

16 

83 

99 

(6)  Temporary 

— 

5 

— 

Number  of  flats  provided  in  1959  .... 

— 

— 

— 

Totals 

16 

88 

99 

The  progress  made  since  the  building  programme  commenced 
is  shown  below  : — 


Description 

Local 

Authority 

Private 

Enterprise 

Total 

Number  of  new  houses  erected  since 
1st  August,  1945  : — 

{a)  Permanent 

532 

474 

1006 

{b)  Temporary 

75 

— 

75 

Number  of  flats  provided  since  1st 
August,  1945 

102 

6 

108 

Totals 

709 

480 

1189 

Improvement  Grants. 

The  Council  has  pursued  an  active  policy  in  securing  the  provision 
of  modern  amenities  in  the  older  types  of  houses  and  during  the  year 
grants  were  made  in  respect  of  twelve  properties.  It  is  a matter  for 
regret  that  these  facilities  are  not  more  widely  used. 
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INSPECTION  AND  SUPERVISION  OF  FOOD. 

Milk  Supply. 

Supervision  of  the  production  of  milk  was  transferred  to  the 
Ministry  of  Agriculture  at  the  end  of  1949.  Close  liaison  is  maintained 
with  the  Milk  Production  Officer  of  the  Ministry. 

The  following  licences  were  issued  under  The  Milk  (Special 


Designation)  Regulations,  1954: — 

Tuberculin  Tested 

Dealers 

3 

Tuberculin  Tested — Pasteurised 

Dealers 

2 

Sterilised 

Dealers 

1 

Pasteurised 

Dealers 

1 

Sterilised 

Supplementary 

2 

Pasteurised 

Supplementary 

2 

T.  T.  Pasteurised 

Supplementary 

1 

Total 

12 

Results  of  Examination  of  Milk  Supplies. 


Designation 

Number 

of 

Samples 

TVlethy- 
lene  Blue 
Test 

Phos- 

phatase 

Test 

Bio- 

logical 

Turbidity 

Passed 

Failed 

Passed 

Failed 

Positive 

Negative 

i 

Passed 

Failed 

Pasteurised 

14 

14 

— 

14 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Sterilised 

8 

8 

— 

8 

— 

— 

— 

8 

— 

T.T.  Past 

19 

19 

— 

19 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

T.T 

30 

29 

1 

— 

— 

— 

30 

— 

— 

Total 

71 

70 

1 

41 

— 

— 

30 

8 
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Meat  and  Other  Foods. 

The  following  sets  out  the  quantity  of  foodstuffs  found  not  to  be 


fit  for  human  consumption  : — 


Article  Condemned 

Weight  in  lbs. 

Reason  for  Condemnation 

Fish 

36 

Decomposition 

Bacon  .... 

28 

Abscesses 

Butcher’s  Meat 

118 

Decomposition 

Canned  Pork  .... 

43 

Decomposition 

Canned  Fruit  .... 

38 

Blown 

Canned  Vegetables 

24 

Blown 

Total  weight  in  lbs. 

287 

Condemnation  certificates  in  the  form  requested  by  the  Ministry 
of  Food  were  supplied  in  each  case. 


Slaughter  of  Animals  Acts,  1933-1954. 
There  are  four  licensed  slaughtermen. 

Slaughterhouses. 

There  is  one  licensed  slaughterhouse. 
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Premises  registered  under  Section  6 
Food  and  Drugs  Act,  1955. 


Type 

Number 

Sale  of  Ice-cream 

25 

Alanufacture  of  Ice-cream 

1 

Manufacture  of  Sausages,  etc. 

4 

Food  Premises. 


Type  of  Business 

Number 

Butchers 

9 

Bakers  and  Confectioners 

6 

Grocers  and  Provision  Dealers 

Fishmongers  "I 

29 

Greengrocers  J 

15 

Fried  Fish  and  Chip  Shops 

3 

Cafes 

7 

Hotels  and  Residential  Clubs 

4 

Works  Canteens.... 

3 

Sweetmeats 

3 

Delicatessen 

1 

Educational  Establishments 

11 

Canteens 

3 

Licensed  premises 

13 

Shrimp  Dealers 

7 

t 

62 


Carcases  and  Offal  inspected  and  condemned  in  whole  or  in 

part. 


Cattle 

Excluding 

Cows 

1 

Cows 

Calves 

Sheep 

and 

Lambs 

Tj 

u 

Cu 

O) 

O 

cr, 

5 

Number  killed  (if  known) 

12 

nil 

13 

3.012 

352 

nil 

Number  inspected 

12 

nil 

13 

3.012 

353 

nil 

All  diseases  except 
Tuberculosis  and 
Cysticerci 

Whole  carcases  condem- 
ned 

nil 

nil 

5 

nil 

Carcases  of  which  some 
part  or  organ  was  cond- 
emned 

1 



ml 

627 

nil 

Percentage  of  the  number 
inspected  affected  with 
disease  other  than  tuber- 
culosis and  cysticerci  . .. 

8.33 

20.9 

Tuberculosis  only 
Whole  carcases  cond’n’d 

nil 

— 

nil 

nil 

nil 

— 

Carcases  of  which  some 
part  or  organ  was  cond- 
emned .... 









2 

Percentage  of  the  num- 
ber inspected  affected 
with  tuberculosis 







0.56 

_ 

Cysticercosis 

Carcases  of  which  some 
part  or  organ  was  con- 
demned 

Carcases  submitted  to 
treatment  by  refrigera- 
tion 

. 

...  - — 

. 







Generalised  and  totally 
condemned 











- 
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Adulteration. 

This  work  is  undertaken  by  the  Cheshire  County  Council. 

List  of  Samples  taken  in  the  Neston  Urban  district  under 
the  Food  and  Drugs  Act,  1938,  during  the  year  ended  31st 

December,  1959. 


Name  of  Sample 

Number 

Obtained 

Number  adulterated  or  not 
up  to  the  recognised  standard 
of  quality 

Ascorbic  Acid  Tablets  .... 

1 



Butter 

1 

— 

Cough  Mixture  .... 

1 

— 

Cooking  Fat 

1 

— 

Cream 

1 

— 

Ice  Cream 

1 

— 

Jam 

1 

— 

Margarine 

1 

— 

Milk  

21 

4 

Ssusages  Pork 

1 

— 

Suasages  Beef 

1 

— 

Soup  Spring  Veg. 

1 

— 

Stewed  Steak  Tinned 

1 

— 

Tomatoes,  Tinned 

1 

— 

Whisky  

1 

— 

T OTALS  . . 

35 

4 

Particulars  of  non-standard  samples 
Neston  Urban  District 


No. 

Sample 

Analysis 

Remarks 

1 

Milk 

6.6%  deficient  in  fat. 

Producer  cautioned. 

2 

Milk  (Chan- 
nel Islands) 

5.0%  deficient  in  fat. 

Producer  cautioned. 

3 

Milk 

Sub  standard  but  genuine 
milk  deficient  in  solids- 
not-fat  to  the  extent  of 
1.1% 

Retail.  No  action. 

4 

f 

Milk 

(Informal) 

Apparently  containing 
some  contamination,  not 
sufficient  to  identify. 

No  action. 
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Ice  Cream. 


Time  taken 
to  reduce 
Methylene 

No.  of 
Specimens 
reducing 
Methylene 

No.  of  Specimens  with 

Presumptive 

Coliforms 

Faecal 

Coli 

Staphylococcus 

Aureus 

Pro- 

visional 

Blue  (hrs.) 

Blue 

Present 

Absent 

Present 

Absent 

Present 

Absent 

Grade 

4^  or  more 

— 4 

i - 2 

0 

6 

— 

6 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1 

Total  .... 

6 

— 

6 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1 

Shellfish. 

There  are  no  layings  in  the  district.  The  delicacies  known  as 
Parkgate  Shrimps,  which  enjoy  a more  than  local  reputation,  although 
prepared  and  despatched  from  the  neighbourhood  are  caught  in  the 
wide  estuary  of  the  River  Dee. 


Food  Poisoning  Outbreaks. 

There  were  no  cases  of  food  poisoning  notified  during  the  year. 


PREVENTION  OF  DAMAGE  BY  PESTS  ACT,  1949. 

Maintenance  treatment  of  sewers  was  carried  out  in  areas  in  which 
test  baiting  indicated  the  presence  of  rats.  There  was  no  evidence  of 
surface  infestation  in  these  areas. 


Pet  Animals  Act,  1951. 

There  are  two  registered  Pet  Shops. 


PREVALENCE  OF,  AND  CONTROL  OVER,  INFECTIOUS 

AND  OTHER  DISEASES. 

202  cases  of  notifiable  disease  other  than  Tuberculosis  occurred 
during  the  year.  Details  of  these  are  given  in  the  following  table. 


Notifiable  Diseases  (other  than  Tuberculosis)  for  the  Year  1959. 
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Prevention  of  Blindness. 

No  action  has  been  taken  by  the  District  Council  under  Section 
176  of  the  Public  Health  Act,  1936,  for  the  prevention  of  blindness 
or  for  the  treatment  of  persons  suffering  from  any  disease  or  injury 
to  the  eyes. 

This  work  is  undertaken  in  the  District  by  the  Cheshire  County 
Council. 


Tuberculosis. 

No  action  has  been  taken  during  1959  under  the  Public  Health 
(Prevention  of  Tuberculosis)  Regulations,  1925,  relating  to  persons 
suffering  from  pulmonary  tuberculosis  employed  in  the  milk  trade, 
or  under  Section  172  of  the  Public  Health  Act,  1936,  relating  to  the 
compulsory  removal  to  a hospital  of  persons  suffering  from  tuberculosis. 


New  Cases  and  Mortality  during  1959. 


AGE 

PERIODS 

NEW  CASES 

DEA 

THS 

Pulmonary 

Non- 

pulmonary 

Pulmonary 

Non- 

pulmonary 

M. 

F. 

M. 

F. 

M. 

F. 

M. 

F. 

Under  1 year.... 

1 — 5 years  .... 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

■ — ■ 

— 

— 

5 — 15  years  .... 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

15 — 25  years  .... 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

25 — 35  years  .... 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

35 — 45  years  .... 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

45 — 55  years  .... 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

55 — 65  years  .... 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

65  years  and 

over 

TOTALS  .... 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Tuberculosis. 
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WIRRAL  URBAN  DISTRICT. 

This  district  was  constituted  under  the  Chester  Review  Order, 
1st  April,  1933.  It  includes  the  Parishes  of  Heswall,  Barnston, 
Gayton,  Irby,  Pensby,  Thurstaston  and  parts  of  Brimstage,  Thornton 
Hough  and  Arrowe. 

STATISTICS  AND  SOCIAL  CONDITIONS  OF  THE  AREA. 


Area  (acres)  ....  ....  ....  ....  ....  ...  5,639 

Registrar-General’s  Estimate  of  Resident  Population 

(mid-1959)  20,280 

Number  of  inhabited  houses  ....  ....  ....  ....  6,636 

Rateable  Value  ;£262,431 

Sum  represented  by  a penny  rate  ....  ....  ....  1,055 


The  district  is  mainly  residential  and  agricultural,  but  employ- 
ment is  provided  by  inshore  fishing,  public  transport,  the  building 
trades,  a laundry  and  a factory  manufacturing  clothing. 


The  natural  increase  of  a population  is  the  excess  of  births  over 
deaths.  The  following  table  shows  the  condition  1950 — 1959  in 
Wirral 


Year 

Population 

Natural 

Increase  per 

1,000 

of  Population 

1 

17,180 

35 

more 

births  than  deaths  . 

+2.0 

1951 

17,160 

5 

more 

births 

than 

deaths 

+0.3 

1952 

17,000 

50 

more 

births 

than 

deaths 

+2.9 

1953 

17,040 

31 

more 

births 

than 

deaths 

+1.8 

1954 

17,160 

35 

more 

births 

than 

deaths 

+2.0 

1955 

17,530 

29 

more 

births 

than 

deaths 

+1.6 

1956 

18,130 

18 

more 

births 

than 

deaths 

+1.0 

1957 

18,630 

68 

more 

births 

than 

deaths 

+3.6 

1958 

19,450 

113 

more 

births 

than 

deaths 

+5.8 

1959 

20,280 

109 

more 

births 

than 

deaths 

+5.3 

69 


Extracts  from  Vital  Statistics  for  the  Year  1959. 

These  statistics  are  calculated  on  a population  of  20,280  the 
estimate  furnished  by  the  Registrar-General. 


Live  Births. 

Total 

Males 

Females 

Legitimate 

346 

172 

174 

Illegitimate 

13 

10 

3 

Totals 

359 

182 

177 

Birth  Rate  per  1,000  estimated  resident  population 

17.7 

Birth  Rate  standardised  for  comparison  with  England  and 
Wales 

18.0 

Birth  Rate  for  England 

and  Wales 

....  .... 

16.5 

Illegitimate  Live  Births 

per  cent  of  total  Live  Births 

3.6 

Stillbirths. 

Total 

Males 

Females 

Legitimate 

3 

2 

1 

Illegitimate 

— 

— 

— 

Totals 

3 

2 

1 

Rate  per  1,000  total  (live  and  still)  births  ....  ....  8.2 

Rate  per  1,000  total  (live  and  still)  births  for  England  and  Wales  20.7 
Total  Live  and  Still  Births  ....  ....  ....  ....  362 
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Infant  Deaths  (Deaths  under  1 year) . 

Total  Males  Females 

Legitimate  ....  ....  5 1 4 

Illegitimate  ....  ....  11  — 

Totals  ....  ....  ....  6 2 4 

Total  infant  deaths  per  1,000  total  live  births  ....  ....  16.7 

Legitimate  infant  deaths  per  1,000  legitimate  live  births  14.4 

Illegitimate  infant  deaths  per  1,000  illegitimate  live  births  76.9 

Infant  Mortality  Rate  for  England  and  Wales  ....  ....  22.0 

Neo-natal  Mortality  Rate  ....  ....  ....  ....  ....  16.7 

Early  neo-natal  Mortality  Rate  ....  ....  ....  ....  13.9 

Perinatal  Mortality  Rate  ....  ....  ....  ....  ....  22.0 

Maternal  Mortality  (including  abortion) 

Number  of  deaths  ....  ....  ....  ....  ....  Nil 

Rate  per  1,000  total  live  and  still  births  ....  ....  — 

Deaths.  Total  Males  Females 

250  116  134 

Death  Rate  per  1,000  of  estimated  resident  population  12.3 

Death  Rate  standardised  for  comparison  with  England  and 
Wales  12.6 

Death  Rate  for  England  and  Wales  ....  ....  ....  11.6 

Deaths  from  Cancer  (all  ages)  ....  ....  ....  40 

Deaths  from  Measles  (all  ages)  ....  ....  ....  ....  Nil 

Deaths  from  Whooping  Cough  (all  ages)....  ....  ....  Nil 

Deaths  from  Diarrhoea  (under  2 years)  ....  ....  ....  Nil 
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Nur 

nber  of  Deaths  di. 

iring  Years  1950 — 1959. 

Year 

Number 

Rate  per  1,000  per  annum. 

1950 

190 

11.1 

1951 

222 

12.9 

1952 

177 

10.4 

1953 

197 

11.6 

1954 

224 

13.1 

1955 

233 

13.3 

1956 

227 

12.5 

1957 

238 

12.7 

1958 

206 

10.5 

1959 

250 

12.3 

Deaths  at  Various  Ages  During  1959. 


Number  of 


Age  Deaths 

Under  1 year  6 

1 year  and  under  2 — 

2 years  and  under  5 1 

5 years  and  under  15  1 

15  years  and  under  25  3 

25  years  and  under  35  5 

35  years  and  under  45  4 

45  years  and  under  55  20 

55  years  and  under  65  36 

65  years  and  under  75  53 

75  years  and  under  85  88 

85  years  and  over  33 

Total  250 
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Table  of  Infantile  Mortality,  1950 — 1959. 


Death  rate  of  infants  under  1 year  of  age  (per  1 ,000  live  births)  : — 


Year 

Wirral 

England  and  Wales 

1950 

26.7 

29.8 

1951 

26.4 

29.6 

1952 

13.2 

27.6 

1953 

21.9 

26.8 

1954 

11.6 

25.5 

1955 

34.3 

24.9 

1956 

8.2 

23.8 

1957 

9.8 

23.0 

1958 

25.0 

22.5 

1959 

16.7 

22.0 

Infantile  Deaths. 

The  causes  of  death  of  children  under  the  age  of  one  year  are 
shown  below  : — 


Cause  of  Death 

Under  1 I 

week  1 

1—2 

weeks 

2—3 

weeks 

3—4 

weeks 

4 weeks 
and  under 

3 months 

3—6 

months 

6—9 

months 

9—12 
months  | 

Total 

deaths 

under 

1 year 

Prematurity  .... 

1 

1 

Congenital 

Malformation 

4 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

5 

J- 

1 Total 

5 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

6 
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Causes  of  Death. 

The  table  below  was  compiled  from  figures  supplied  by  the 
Registrar-General,  and  the  classification  is  given  according  to  the 
cause  of  death. 


Causes  of  Death 

Males 

Females 

Total 

1.  Tuberculosis,  respiratory 

2.  Tuberculosis,  other  .... 

1 

— 

1 

3.  Syphilitic  Disease 

— 

■ — - 

— 

4.  Diphtheria 

— 

— 

— 

5.  Whooping  Cough 

— 

— 

— 

6.  Meningococcal  infections 

• — 

— 

— 

7.  Acute  Poliomyelitis 

— 

— 

— 

8.  Measles 

— 

— 



9.  Other  infective  and  parasitic  diseases 

— 

1 

1 

10.  Malignant  neoplasm,  stomach 

1 

4 

5 

1 1 . Malignant  neoplasm,  lung,  bronchus 

5 

2 

7 

12.  Alalignant  neoplasm,  breast .... 

— 

5 

5 

13.  Malignant  neoplasm,  uterus 

14.  Other  malignant  and  lymphatic 

— 

3 

3 

neoplasms  .... 

6 

13 

19 

15.  Leukaemia,  aleukaemia 

■ — 

1 

1 

16.  Diabetes 

— 

1 

1 

17.  Vascular  lesions  of  nervous  system 

13 

17 

30 

18.  Coronary  disease,  angina 

37 

32 

69 

19.  Hypertension  with  heart  disease 

4 

1 

5 

20.  Other  heart  disease  .... 

9 

21 

30 

21.  Other  circulatory  disease 

2 

5 

7 

22.  Influenza 

— 

1 

1 

23.  Pneumonia 

9 

8 

17 

24.  Bronchitis 

7 

1 

8 

25.  Other  diseases  of  respiratory  system.... 

2 

— 

2 

26.  Ulcer  of  stomach  and  duodenum  . . 

1 

— 

1 

27.  Gastritis,  enteritis  and  diarrhoea 

1 

1 

2 

28.  Nephritis  and  nephrosis 

1 

1 

2 

29.  Plyperplasia  of  prostate 

— 

— 

— 

30.  Pregnancy,  childbirth,  abortion 

— 

— 

— 

31.  Congenital  malformations 

32.  Other  defined  and  ill-defined 

3 

2 

5 

diseases 

7 

13 

20 

33.  Motor  vehicle  accidents 

2 

1 

3 

34.  All  other  accidents  .... 

5 

— 

5 

35.  Suicide 

--- 

— 

— 

36.  Homicide  and  operations  of  war  .... 

— 

• — ■ 

— 

TOTALS 

116 

134 

250 



SUMMARY  OF  VITAL  STATISTICS  FOR  1959  AND  PREVIOUS  YEARS 
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GENERAL  PROVISION  OF  HEALTH  SERVICES 

FOR  THE  AREA. 


Public  Health  Officers. 

Details  are  given  on  page  3. 


Laboratory  Facilities. 

Investigations  of  a Public  Health  nature  are  undertaken  by  the 
Birkenhead  and  Liverpool  branches  of  the  Ministry  of  Health  Lab- 
oratory Service.  A clinical  pathology  service  is  provided  by  the  Regional 
Hospital  Board  in  the  laboratories  at  the  Clatterbridge  General  Hospital. 

Food  and  drugs  throughout  the  district  are  still  submitted  for 
analysis  to  the  Cheshire  County  Laboratory.  The  samples  are  taken  by 
County  Officers. 


Ambulance  Facilities. 

The  Cheshire  County  Council  is  the  ambulance  authority  for  this 
area.  There  has  been  a great  increase  in  the  demand  for  ambulance 
and  hospital  transport  and  it  has  been  necessary  to  provide  for  a con- 
siderable expansion  of  the  service  in  order  to  meet  the  increased  volume 
of  work. 


The  ambulance  service  is  operated  from  Sandymount,  Telegraph 
Road,  Pleswall,  (telephone  Heswall  3003),  and  Broomfield,  Meols 
Drive,  Hoylake — (telephone  Hoylake  2970). 


Nursing  in  the  Home. 

This  service  is  now  provided  by  the  Cheshire  County  Council  and 
three  District  Nurse  Midwives  are  employed  by  them  to  serve  this 
Urban  District. 
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Treatment  Centres  and  Clinics. 

Diphtheria  Immunisation  Clinics  are  conducted  by  the  County 
Council. 

The  following  Clinics  are  also  provided  by  the  Cheshire  County 
Council 


Child  Welfare. 

Place  Each  Month 

Clinic  Centre, 

Telegraph  Rd.,  Heswall  ....  Every  Monday 
Methodist  Church  Hall,  Irby  Every  Wednesday 

School  Clinic. 

Clinic  Centre, 

Telegraph  Rd.,  Heswall  ....  1st  Tuesday... 


Time. 


1-45  p.m. 
1-45  p.m. 


1-45  p.m. 


Ante -Natal. 

The  Ante-Natal  Clinics  are  provided  by  the  Cheshire  County 
Council  in  conjunction  with  the  Central  Wirral  Hospital  Management 
Committee  and  are  held  at  : — 

Clinic  Centre, 

Telegraph  Rd.,  Heswall  ...  Every  Thursday  ....  9-30  a.m. 

The  County  Health  Visitors  and  Midwives  are  in  attendance. 

Classes  for  Relaxation  Exercises  are  conducted  by  the  County 
Physiotherapist  every  Friday  at  2.0  p.m. 

Booking  Clinics  for  the  Heswall  Maternity  Home  conducted  by 
the  Health  Visitors  and  the  Matron  are  held  every  1st  and  3rd  Friday 
at  2.0  p.m. 


Paediatric. 

Clinic  Centre,  Heswall  ....  2nd  and  4th 

Tuesdays  ....  9-30  a.m. 

Ophthalmic. 

Clinic  Centre,  Heswall  ....  2nd  and  4th  Fridays  1-30  p.m. 

Speech  Therapy. 

Clinic  Centre,  Heswall  ....  Every  Friday  ....  9-0  to  4-0  p.m. 


Dental. 

Clinic  Centre,  Heswall  ....  Every  Wednesday  9-0  to  4-0  p.m. 


Hearing  Clinic. 

Clinic  Centre,  Heswall  ....  1st  and  3rd  9-30  to 

Tuesday?  ....  11-30  a.m. 

Young  Children’s  Clinic 

Clinic  Centre,  Heswall  ....  3rd  Tuesday 


....  2.00  p.m. 
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Ear,  Nose  and  Throat. 


Clatterbridge  Hospital 

..  Every  VIonday 

. 2-0  p.m.  Adults 

Every  Thursday  .... 

9-30  a.m.  to 

12  noon. 

2-30  p.m.  to 

4 p.m. 

Every  Friday 

10-30  a.m.  to 

12  noon 

2-30  p.m.  to 

4-30  p.m. 

Tuberculosis  Dispensary. 

Each  Month. 

Time. 

42  Hamilton  Square, 

....  Everv  'Luesdav 

....  2-0  p m.  to 

Birkenhead 

6.0  p.m. 

Every  Thursday 

....  10-0  a.m.  to 
6-0  p.m. 

Venereal  Diseases. 

Every  Friday 

....  2-0  p.m.  to 
6-0  p.m. 

St.  James  Hospita.1,  . . 

. Every  Monday 

..  . 2-0  p.m.  to 

Tollemache  Road, 

6-30  p.m. 

Birkenhead. 

Male  and  Female 

(Clinic  Annexe) 

Every  Wednesday 

....  10-0  a.m.  to 
12-30  p.m. 
Male  and  Female. 

Every  Friday 

....  2-0  p.m.  to 
6-30  p.m. 
Vlale  and  Female. 

Chester  Royal  Infirmary 

. Every  Wednesday 

5.0  to  7.0  p.m. 
Male. 

Every  Thursday 

4.30  to  7.30  p.m. 
Female. 

Every  Saturday  11.00  a.m.  to  1 p.m. 

Male. 

Hospitals. 

I'he  Hospitals  of  the  District,  both  Voluntary  and  Public  are 
under  the  control  of  the  Liverpool  Regional  Hospital  Board.  Wirral  is 
in  the  area  of  the  Central  Wirral  Hospital  Management  Committee. 

The  hospital  at  Clatterbridge  still  admits  a large  number  of  patients 
from  this  area  and  others  go  to  the  hospitals  of  Liverpool  and  Birkenhead. 

The  Royal  Liverpool  Children’s  Hospital,  Heswall,  accommodates 
242  patients.  It  is  the  country  branch  of  the  Royal  Liverpool  Children’s 
Hospital,  and  was  designed  originally  for  the  treatment  of  orthopaedic 
cases.  The  Hospital  admits  patients  from  this  area.  It  is  equipped  with 
a steam  disinfector. 
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The  Cleaver  Sanatorium  primarily  for  the  reception  of  cases  of 
tuberculosis  now  admits  patients  with  other  chest  complaints. 

The  Maternity  Home  at  Oldfield  Way,  Heswall,  which  has  ac- 
commodation for  13  maternity  patients  is  now  under  the  management 
of  the  Liverpool  Regional  Hospital  Board. 

The  Smallpox  Hospital  for  treatment  of  cases  of  this  disease  is 
situated  at  New  Ferry. 


National  Assistance  Act,  1948. 

This  Act  gives  power  to  Local  Sanitary  Authorities  to  arrange  for 
removal  to  hospital  under  a Justice’s  order  of  aged  and  infirm  persons 
who  are  not  able  to  look  after  themselves  and  who  are  not  receiving 
proper  care  and  attention.  Much  time  and  patience  are  needed  in 
order  to  help  these  old  people  and  a number  of  such  cases  have  been 
investigated,  and  arrangements  are  made  for  hospital  treatment  where 
necessary. 


Mortuaries. 

The  Public  Mortuary  which  is  owned  by  the  Urban  District 
Council  is  situated  in  Thurstaston  Road,  Heswall. 

The  premises  are  unsatisfactory  and  arrangements  have  been 
made  for  post  mortem  examinations  to  be  made  at  the  mortuary 
owned  by  the  Hoylake  Urban  District  Council. 
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SANITARY  CIRCUMSTANCES  OF  THE  AREA 

Water 

The  District  is  supplied  by  the  West  Cheshire  Water  Board,  the 
main  sources  of  supply  being  the  River  Dee  at  Sutton  Hall  and  deep 
wells  at  Prenton  and  Mouldsworth.  None  of  the  waters  has  a plumbo- 
solvent  action  and  the  frequent  chemical  and  bacteriological  control 
examinations  were  satisfactory. 

Public  main  supplies  are  in  use  throughout  the  area  with  the 
exception  of  the  Royal  Idverpool  Children’s  Hospital  which  has  an 
independent  supply  from  a 300  ft.  deep  borehole  but,  in  an  emergency, 
arrangements  can  be  made  for  the  hospital  to  be  supplied  from  the 
public  mains. 

Every  permanent  dwelling  has  a separate  piped  supply  of  mains 
water  and  standpipes  are  used  only  in  connection  with  certain  dwellings 
which  are  used  for  seasonal  occupation. 

Three  complaints  of  water  being  heavily  contaminated  by  rust 
were  investigated  and  in  each  instance  it  was  ascertained  that  the 
trouble  arose  as  a result  of  turbulence  of  water  in  mains  which  were 
normally  fairly  quiescent.  Steps  were  taken  to  remove  the  causes  of 
disturbance  and  to  flush  the  mains.  This  action  was  successful  in 
preventing  further  complaints. 

Towards  the  end  of  the  summer,  residents  in  various  parts  of  the 
district  complained  that  the  water  had  an  earthy  taste  and  officials  of 
the  Water  Board  attributed  this  to  the  effects  of  the  prolonged  drought. 

Particulars  of  the  number  of  dw^elling  houses  and  of  the  population 
supplied  from  public  water  mains  (a)  direct  to  houses  and  (b)  by  means 
of  standpipes  are  given  below 

Dwelling  Houses  Population 

(a)  Plouse  direct  ....  ....  6,597  20,161 

(b)  Standpipes  ....  ....  39  119 

Consumption. 

The  estimated  daily  average  consumption  per  head  was  33.8 
gallons. 


Drainage  and  Sewerage. 

Parts  of  Heswall,  Irby,  Pensby  and  Thurstaston  are  sewered  to 
the  North  Wirral  Outfall;  parts  of  Heswall,  Irby,  Pensby  and  Barnston 
to  the  Fender  Valley  Sewer;  Gayton  and  parts  of  Heswall  to  the  River 
Dee. 
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The  Council  has  continued  its  efforts  to  provide  sewers  capable 
of  dealing  with  the  drainage  of  the  district. 

After  years  of  negotiation  and  frustration  the  work  of  enlarging 
and  in  proving  the  Fender  Valley  Sewer  was  commenced  and  such 
satisfactory  progress  made  that  the  Council  felt  justified  in  relaxing 
the  controls  restricting  building  development  in  this  drainage  area. 

The  situation  in  that  part  of  the  district  draining  to  the  North 
Wirral  Outfall  Sewer  continues  to  be  unsatisfactory. 

After  the  proposals  for  effecting  the  necessary  improvements  had, 
with  certain  alterations,  been  approved  by  the  Minister,  the  Hoylake 
Urban  District  Council  initiated  action  which  resulted  in  the  constit- 
uent authorities  consulting  at  the  Ministry  on  whether  or  not  the  De- 
partment would  authorize  additional  expenditure  on  an  alternai^ive 
scheme  involving  the  conscruction  of  treatment  works. 

It  was  intimated  on  behalf  of  the  Minister  that  the  Councils  con- 
cerned should  consider  very  carefully  before  embarking  on  anything 
other  than  the  scheme  already  approved.  If,  in  spite  of  this  discour- 
rging  answer,  alternative  proposals  were  made  each  application  would 
be  considered  on  its  merits. 

The  scheme  for  the  provision  of  adequate  sewers  in  that  part  of 
the  area  to  be  connected  to  the  Heswall  Outfall  Sewer  has  received 
Ministerial  approval  and  the  consultants  are  engaged  in  obtaining 
tenders  for  the  necessary  work. 

Flood  relief  works  have  been  undertaken  in  various  parts  of  the 
district  including  Gay  ton  Parkway,  Gay  ton,  Norton  Drive,  Irby  and 
Nigel  Road,  Barnston. 


Rivers  and  Streams 

Three  cases  of  minor  pollution  caused  by  the  unsatisfactory 
effluent  from  septic  tanks  were  remedied. 

Informal  action  resulted  in  ten  watercourses  being  improved  to 
prevent  flooding  of  adjoining  land. 

Closet  Accommodation 

During  the  year  one  water  closet  was  substituted  for  a pail  closet. 
The  number  of  premises  with  the  latter  type  of  closet  is  as  follows: — 

Permanent  Dwellings  ....  ....  4 

Temporary  Structures  ....  ....  41 

Open  Spaces 

There  are  some  234.36  acres  of  public  open  space  in  the  district. 


81 


PUBLIC  CLEANSING 
Refuse  Collection 

There  is  a weekly  collection  of  domestic  refuse  and  a twice  weekly 
collection  from  certain  shops  and  institutions. 

Building  development  in  the  District  continues  to  make  good 
progress  and  there  is  a consequent  pressure  on  the  refuse  collection 
service.  The  existing  transport  consisting  of  two  fore  and  aft  tipping 
vehicles  with  power  press  attachments  and  one  side  loader — all  manu- 
factured by  Messrs.  Shelvoke  and  Drewry  Ltd. — is  adequate  for 
immediate  needs  but  it  is  difficult  to  attract  and  retain  suitable  labour 
for  this  type  of  work. 

Refuse  Disposal 

All  refuse  is  disposed  of  by  controlled  tipping  in  a small  valley  at 
Station  Road,  Thurstaston. 

The  work  is  done  efficiently  and  economically  by  one  man  oper- 
ating a Fordson  County  Major  Tractor  and  an  Onions  3/4  cu.  yd. 
Scraper. 

Statistics. 

No.  of  premises  from  which  refuse  collected  ....  ....  7360 

No.  of  Bins  emptied  per  week  ....  ....  ....  ....  8100 

Net  cost  of  collection  and  disposal  per  1,000  premises 

(per  visit)  ....  ....  ....  ....  ....  ....  ^35.62 

Net  cost  of  collection  and  disposal  per  1,000  bins  collected 

(per  collection)  ....  ....  ....  ....  ....  ....  ^£32. 25 


Salvage 

In  October  the  restrictions  on  the  delivery  of  certain  categories  of 
waste  paper  to  the  Mills  were  withdrawn  and  forthwith  a campaign  was 
launched  to  stimulate  public  interest  in  the  reclamation  of  waste.  The 
response  by  householders  was  very  encouraging  and  collections, 
already  good,  increased  until  approximately  2 tons  of  waste  paper  per 
thousand  of  the  population  are  now  now  being  collected  each  month. 

The  Council’s  decision  to  mechanize  the  work  of  baling  and 
loading  waste  paper  has  been  fully  justified  and  during  the  year 
income  exceeded  expenditure  by  ^^1325. 


During  the  year  the  following  materials  were  sold:- 


Tons 

Cwt. 

Qrs. 

£ 

S. 

d. 

Mixed  Paper  .... 

. 211 

11 

0 

1586 

12 

11 

Cardboard 

. 92 

5 

1 

876 

10 

1 

Newspaper 

. 108 

15 

0 

944 

15 

3 

Textiles 

9 

19 

0 

218 

18 

0 

Metals 

3 

12 

0 

27 

0 

4 

426 

2 

1 

£3653 

16 

7 

The  net  income  from  salvage 

since  1939  is 

now 

£18,4Sn. 
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Sanitary  Inspection  of  the  Area. 

Inspections  made  during  the  year  ended  31st  December  1959. 


Notices  Served 

Result  o 
of  N 

fService 

otices 

c 

Number  and  Nature 

of  Inspections  Made 

Informal 

Statutory 

Complied 

With 

Remaining 

in  hand 

4-> 

3 

y 

<u 

Oi 

O 

y 

Oh 

Dwelling  Houses: — 

Inspected  on  Complaints  ... 

No. 

223 

70 

9 

55 

24 

Re  Inspected  ....  

1183 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Re  Infectious  Diseases 

54 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Re  Infestations 

29 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Housing  Acts  on  Complaints 

239 

9 

5 

7 

7 

— 

House  to  House  Inspection  ... 

276 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Overcrowding. .. . 

8 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Tents,  Vans  and  Sheds 

158 

— 

— 

— 

— 



Factories  Acts: — 

With  Mechanical  Power 

80 

3 

2 

1 

Without  Mechanical  Power  . 

22 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Building  Sites 

273 

21 

— 

19 

2 



Dairies  and  Milkshops 

10 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Milk  Samples  .... 

189 

— 

— 

— 

■ — 

— 

Shops  Act  Inspections 

239 

2 

— 

1 

1 

— 

Premises  used  for  Preparation 
of  Food 

233 

_ 

Food  Hygiene  Regulations 

468 

44 

— 

29 

15 

— 

Fried  Fish  and  Chips  Shops  ... 

16 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Food  Inspections 

37 

— ■ 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Ice  Cream  Premises  .... 

21 

— 

— 

— 

— 

■ 

Ice  Cream  and  Lolly  Ice 
Samples 

107 



- 





- 

Swabs  for  Bacteriological 
Examination 

660 

_ 

_ 

_ 

_ 

Water  Supply  .... 

42 

— 

— 

— 

— • 



Water  Samples  ... 

2 

— 

— 

— 

— ■ 

— 

Pigs,  Fowls  and  Other  Animals 

151 

5 

— 

5 

— 

— 

Schools  .... 

52 

1 

— 

1 

— 

— 

Sewers,  Ventilators 

79 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Drains  Inspected 

807 

8 

— 

6 

2 

— 

Excavations  made  .... 

77 

— 

- — 

— 

— 

— 

Smoke  Tested 

449 

1 Carried  forward 

6,184 

163 

14 

125 

52 

— 
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Sanitary  Inspection  of  the  Area — continued 
Inspections  made  during  the  year  ended  31st  December,  1959. 


Number  and  Nature 

of  Inspections  made 

No. 

Notices 

Served 

Result  of  Service 
of  Notices 

Prosecutions 

Informal 

Statutory 

Complied 

With 

Remaining 

in  hand 

Brought  forward  ... 

6,184 

163 

14 

125 

52 

— 

Water  Tested 

10 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

New  Buildings 

229 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Septic  Tanks,  Cesspools 

93 

3 

— 

3 

— 

— 

Refuse  Collection  and  Disposal 

797 

— - 

■ — ■ 

— 

— 

- — 

Dustbins 

230 

63 

3 

54 

12 

— 

Offensive  Accumulations 

128 

3 

— 

3 

— 

— 

Prevention  of  Damage  by 

Pests  Act: — 

Agricultural  Properly 

118 

1 

— 

1 

— 

— 

Private  Dwellings  .... 

4154 

2 

— 

2 

— ■ 

■ — • 

Business  Premises  .... 

279 

3 

— 

3 

— 

Local  Authority  Property  . 

293 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Smoke  Observations  .... 

37 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Smoke  Complaints  visited 

20 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Pools,  Ditches,  etc 

241 

16 

— 

14 

2 

- — - 

Public  Conveniences  . 

6 

— 

— 

— 

— 

- — - 

Licensed  Premises 

32 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Swabs  for  Bacteriological 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Examination 

206 

Street  Vendors  and  Hawkers 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Carts  .... 

28 

Flooding 

82 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Pet  Animals  Act  Inspections  .... 

6 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

iVIiscellaneous  . . 

91 

2 

— 

1 

1 

— 

Notices  outstanding  from  1957 

— 

105 

1 

102 

4 

— 

Totals 

13264 

361 

18 

308 

71 

— 
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Factories  Act,  1937  & 1948. 
Inspections. 


No.  on 
Register 

Number  of 

Premises 

Inspections 

Written 

Notices 

Occupiers 

Prosecuted 

(1)  Factories  in  which  Sections 
1,  2,  3,  4 and  6 are  to  be  en- 
forced by  Local  Authorities 

5 

22 

. 

(2)  Factories  not  included  in 
(1)  in  which  Section  7 is 
enforced  by  the  Local 
Authority  .... 

44 

80 

3 

(3)  Other  Premises  in  which 
Section  7 is  enforced  by  the 
Local  Authority  (excluding 
Outworkers’  Premises) 

96 

273 

21 

Total 

145 

375 

24 

— 

Defects  found. 


Particulars  [ 

1 

Numbe 

r of  cases  in  which  defects 

were  found 

1 

Number 
of  cases 
in  which 
prosecu- 
tionswere 
in- 
stituted 

F'ound 

Remedied 

Ref( 
To  H.M. 
Inspector 

jrred 

By  H.M. 
Inspector 

Want  of  cleanliness  (S.l)  .... 

1 

4 

— 

- — 

— 

Overcrowding  (S.2) 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Unreasonable  temperature 
(S.3)  

— 

- — 

— 

— 

— 

Inadequate  ventilation  (S.4) 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Ineffective  drainage  of 
floors  (S.6) 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Sanitary  conveniences  (S.7) 

(a)  Insufficient  .... 

(b)  Unsuitable  or  defective 

(c)  Not  separate  for  sexes 

21 

23 

— 

1 

4 

3 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

i — 

Other  offences  against  the 
Act  (not  including  of- 
fences relating  to  Out- 
work)   

1 

1 

1 

i 

Total 

27 

31 

— 

1 

— 
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Licensed  Premises 

All  licensed  premises  were  visited  regularly  and  systematically  and 
such  structural  improvements  found  necessary  were  readily  undertaken 
by  the  various  Brewery  Companies. 

The  routine  swabbing  of  glasses  for  bacteriological  examination 
to  assess  the  efficiency  of  cleansing  was  continued  and  there  were  three 
adverse  reports.  Follow-up  action,  including  the  checking  of  the 
washing  up  technique  and  explanatory  talks  to  the  employees,  resulted 
in  subsequent  reports  being  satisfactory. 


Shops 

Two  hundred  and  twenty-nine  routine  inspections  of  shop 
premises  were  made  to  ensure  com.pliance  with  the  provisions  of 
Section  38,  Shops  Act,  1950. 


Camping  Sites  and  Moveable  Dwellings 

Council  owned  land  at  Thurstaston  is  leased  to  contractors  as  a 
site  for  seasonal  camping.  Although  there  is  planning  permission  for 
100  trailer  caravans  the  use  of  the  site  fell  very  far  short  of  this  figure. 

Alany  caravaners  appear  to  prefer  the  smaller  camping  grounds 
and  the  seven  small  licensed  sites  were  always  used  to  their  authorized 
capacity. 

All  sites  were  used  in  a satisfactory  manner  and  any  item  requiring 


attention  was  readily  attended  to  by  the  licensees. 

Number  of  Tents,  Vans,  Sheds  and  similar 
the  District  for  the  year  ended  31st  December, 

structures  in 
1959. 

Vans,  Sheds,  etc. 

Tents 

Ward 

Permanently 

Occupied 

Casually 

Occupied 

(March  to 
October) 

Barnston  .... 

3 

4 



Gayton  .... 

1 

— 

— 

Heswall  .... 

10 

43 

24 

Irbv 

11 

22 

— 

Pensby  .... 

— 

— 

— 

Thurstaston 

1 

103 

— 

Totals 

26 

172 

24 

Smoke  Abatement 

The  smoke  from  one  industrial  chimney  resulted  in  complaints 
from  the  occupiers  of  adjacent  residential  property.  The  furnace  is 
equipped  with  an  underfeed  stoker  but  an  analysis  of  the  fuel  confirmed 
that  it  was  unsuitable  for  this  type  of  installation.  Arrangements  are 
being  made  for  supplies  of  the  appropriate  grade  of  fuel. 

Other  industrial  plant  continues  to  be  used  in  a satisfactory 
manner. 
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Swimming  Baths  and  Pools 

There  is  no  public  swimming  bath  in  this  District.  There  are 
private  swimming  baths  at  a boys’  boarding  school  and  a boys’  camp, 
the  latter  being  equipped  for  the  filtration  and  chlorination  of  water. 

Eradication  of  Bed  Bugs 

Number  of  Houses  found  to  be  infested: — 

(a)  Council  Houses 

(b)  Other  Houses  ...  . . 1 

Number  of  Houses  Disinfested: — 

(a)  Council  Houses  ....  ..  — 

(b)  Other  Houses  . . . 1 

Schools 

The  educational  establishments  in  the  District  now  consist  of  one 
Secondary  Modern,  three  County  Primary,  one  C.  of  E.  (Controlled), 
two  C.  of  E.  and  five  private  schools. 

Although  all  schools  in  the  district  have  water  from  the  public 
mains  and  are  provided  with  water  closets  conditions  at  one  of  the 
C.  of  E.  schools  are  not  satisfactory.  This  school,  which  was  damaged 
as  a result  of  enemy  action,  is  to  be  replaced  and  the  construction  of  the 
new  building  has  been  commenced. 

Routine  inspections  were  made  of  all  school  canteens.  Premises 
and  equipment  were  generally  found  in  good  order  and  such  improve- 
ments found  necessary  received  prompt  attention. 

HOUSING. 

New  Accommodation. 


During  the  year  289  houses  were  built  by  private  enterprise. 
Since  the  1st  August  1945,  the  following  progress  has  been 
made  :- 


Description 

Local 

Private 

Authority 

Enterprise 

Total 

Number  of  new  houses  erected  since 

1st  August,  1945 
{a)  Permanent 

599 

1677 

2276 

{b)  Houses  and  Shops 

2 

— 

2 

(r)  Pre-fabricated 

40 

— 

40 

Number  of  war  damaged  houses 

erected  since  1st  August,  1945 

— 

4 

4 

Number  of  flats  provided 

6 

14 

20 

Totals 

647 

1695 

2342 
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Demolition  and  Clearance 

Although  the  continued  restriction  on  building  development 
referred  to  under  the  heading  of  Drainage  and  Sewerage  has  prevented 
the  full  implementation  of  the  slum  clearance  programme  Demolition 
Orders  were  made  in  respect  of  two  unfit  dwellings  and  three  cottages 
declared  to  be  a Clearance  Area.  Families  from  two  sub-standard 
houses  have  been  moved  into  houses  which  became  available  for  re- 
letting. 


Repairs  and  Maintenance 

Action  has  been  taken  to  ensure  that  houses  comply  with  the 
standard  of  fitness  prescribed  by  the  Housing  Act,  1957.  In  one  in- 
stance the  local  authority  was  compelled  to  undertake  the  necessary 
repairs  in  default  by  the  owner. 

Rent  Act,  1957 

This  Act  appears  to  be  working  smoothly  in  this  district,  and 
during  the  year  there  was  no  application  for  a Certificate  of  Disrepair. 
The  Council  approved  the  cancellation  of  a Certificate  granted  during 
the  previous  year,  the  necessary  repairs  having  been  completed. 

Welfare  of  Agricultural  Workers 

A survey  was  made  of  all  agricultural  units  including  nurseries 
and  smallholdings  in  connection  with  the  Agriculture  (Safety,  Health 
and  Welfare  Provisions)  Act,  1956. 

At  two  farms  a privy  was  provided  for  the  use  of  employees  and 
efforts  are  being  made  to  arrange  for  the  substitution  of  water  closets. 

Inspection  and  Supervision  of  Food. 

The  provisions  of  Section  19  (1)  Food  & Drugs  (Milk,  Dairies 
and  Artificial  Cream)  Act  1950  operate  in  this  District  and  licences 
for  the  sale  of  designated  milks  were  issued  as  follows  :- 

Milk  (Special  Designations)  (Raw  Milk)  Regulations  1949-1954. 

Dealers  Retailing  Licence  ....  ....  ....  6 

Supplementary  Retailing  Licence  ....  ....  2 

Milk  (Special  Designations)  (Pasteurised  and  Sterilised  Milk) 

Regulations  1949-1953. 

Dealers  Retailing  Licence  ....  ....  ....  32 

Supplementarv"  Retailing  Licence  ....  ....  15 
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Milk  Sampling 

The  sampling  of  all  milk  for  bacteriological  and  where  necessary 
biological  examination  was  undertaken  regularly  and  systematically. 

Close  liaison  was  maintained  w'ith  the  Milk  Advisory  Officer  of 
the  Ministry  and  with  officials  of  the  local  authorities  licensing  milk 
paste u ring  plants  and  each  adverse  report  was  dealt  with  expeditiously 
and  effectively. 


Designation 

No. 

of 

Samples 

Methylene 
Blue  Test 

Phosphatase 

Test 

Turbidity 

Test 

Passed 

Failed 

Passed  j 

Failed 

Passed 

Failed 

Tuberculin  Tested 

34 

28 

6 

— 

— 

Pasteurised 

83t 

81 

1 

81 

1 

— 

— 

Tuberculin  Tested  (Past’d) 

dS'D 

60 

3 

62 

1 

— 

Sterilised 

4 

— 

— 

— 

— 

4 

— 

T OTALS 

189 

169 

10 

143 

2 

4 

— 

f 1 Test  Void  ff  5 Tests  Void  Excessive  Temperature 


Meat  Inspection 

There  is  no  slaughterhouse  in  this  District,  all  meat  supplies 
being  obtained  from  adjacent  areas.  Butchers  generally  appear  to  be 
quite  satisfied  with  this  arrangement. 

Vehicles  used  for  transporting  meat  were  inspected  from  time  to 
time  and  no  difficulty  was  experienced  in  obtaining  any  necessary 
improvements. 

Unsound  Food 


The  following  foodstuffs  were  condemned  as  unfit  for  human 
consumption: — 


Commodity  Surrendered 

Quantity 

Bacon 

12  lbs. 

Cheese 

6 lbs.  8 oz. 

Cereals 

3 Pkts. 

Fish  .... 

15  lbs.  8 oz. 

Meat 

47  lbs.  6ozs. 

Cooked  Meat 

8 ozs. 

Nescafe 

3 Tins 

Peaches 

3 Trays 

Pickles 

2 Jars 

Poultry 

1 lb. 

Canned  Fish 

6 Tins 

Canned  Fruit 

52  Tins 

Canned  Meat 

18  Tins 

Canned  Vegetables 

20  Tins 

Assorted  Frozen  Foods 

262  Pkts. 
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Clean  Food  Campaign 

Routine  inspections  of  food  preparing  and  retailing  premises 
confirm  that  generally  they  are  maintained  at  a satisfactory  standard. 
Any  improvements  that  are  considered  appropriate  usually  receive 
prompt  attention  and  the  greatest  difficulty  is  that  of  ensuring  that 
proper  use  is  made  of  facilities  provided. 


Ice  Cream 

There  are  six  premises  registered  for  the  manufacture  and  sixty- 
four  for  the  sale  of  ice  cream.  Routine  inspections  were  made  of  these 
premises  and  also  of  vans  retailing  ice  cream  in  the  area. 


Ice  Cream  Sampling 

Eighty-six  samples  of  ice  cream  were  submitted  for  bacteriological 
examinations  during  the  year  and  the  following  table  shows  the  results 
obtained. 


Class  of  Mix 

No.  of 
Samples 

Provis 

ional  G 

rade  Number 

1 

2 

3 

4 

Cold  Mix  ....  

2 

2 

- — - 

— 

— 

Heat  Treated  

84 

79 

3 

— 

2 

Totals 

86 

81 

3 

— 

2 

In  addition,  twenty-one  lolly  ices  were  examined  and  found  to  be 
satisfactory. 
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Adulteration. 

This  work  is  undertaken  by  the  Cheshire  County  Council. 

List  of  Samples  taken  in  the  Wirral  Urban  District  under  the 
Food  and  Drugs  Act,  1938,  during  the  year  ended  31st  December, 

1959. 


Name  of  Sample 

fi 

Number 

Obtained 

Number  adulterated  or  not 
up  to  the  recognised  standard 
of  quality 

Butter 

1 

— 

Cheshire  Cheese 

1 

— 

Coffee  and  Chicory  Essence 

1 

— 

Cream 

1 

— 

Cough  Mixture 

1 

— 

Cydette 

1 

— 

Cream  Buns  .... 

1 

1 

Dairy  Ice  Cream 

1 

— 

Fish  Paste 

1 

— 

Flour  S.R 

1 

— 

Grapefruit  Squash  .... 

1 

— 

Glycerine 

1 

— 

Gin 

1 

— 

Ice  Lolly 

1 

— 

1 Jam  .... 

1 

1 Jellies — Table 

1 

— 

1 Lard  .... 

1 Lemon  Cream  Sandwich 

1 

— 

1 Cake 

1 

1 

1 Margarine  10%  B 

1 

— 

Mustard 

1 

— 

Mincemeat  .... 

1 

— 

Milk 

34 

— 

1 Rum  .... 

1 

— 

1 Sausages — Pork 

1 

1 Turbot 

1 

1 Vinegar — Malt 

1 

1 Totals 

59 

2 

Particulars  of  non-standard  samples 
Wirral  Urban  District. 


No.  Sample 

Analysis 

Remarks 

1 Lemon  Cream 

Containing  a filler  resembling 

Sandwich  Cake 

cream,  but  is  not  cream 

Seller  cautioned. 

2 Cream  Buns 

do. 

do. 

SCHEDULE  OF  FOOD  PREMISES. 
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Shellfish 

The  picking  of  shrimps  is  undertaken  by  outworkers  and  con- 
ditions in  the  houses  where  this  is  done  were  found  to  be  satisfactory. 


Food  Poisoning  Outbreaks 

During  the  year  there  were  no  cases  of  food  poisoning  in  this 
District. 


Prevention  of  Damage  by  Pest  Act,  1949 

The  Council  employs  one  whole-time  rodent  operative  and  the 
following  is  a summary  of  the  work  undertaken  during  the  year. 


Type  of 
Property 

Total  Number 
of  Properties 
Infested  by 
Rats  and  Mice 

Total  Number 
of  Inspections 

as  a result  of 

1 

Total  Number 
of  Properties 
treated  by 
Local  Authority 

Notifi- 

cation 

Other- 

wise 

Agricultural 

13 

33 

85 

1 

Private  Dwellings 

287 

2504 

1650 

286 

Business  Premises 

17 

110 

169 

17 

Local  Authority 

14 

3 

290 

14 

TOTALS 

331 

2650 

2194 

318 

PREVALENCE  OF,  AND  CONTROL  OVER,  INFECTIOUS 

AND  OTHER  DISEASES. 

426  cases  of  notifiable  disease  other  than  Tuberculosis  were 
recorded  during  the  year. 


Details  of  the  cases  are  given  in  the  following  table  : — 


Notifiable  Diseases  (other  than  Tuberculosis)  for  the  Year  1959. 
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Deaths 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

Cases 

ad- 

mitted 

to 

Hos- 

pital 

1 

' 

1 

1 

- 

1 

' 

<N 

Number  of  Cases  Notified 

At  ages — Years 

65  & 

over 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

vO 

45—65 

1 

o 

1 

1 

! 

1 

1 

1 

O 

25—45 

1 

ro 

- 

1 

1 

1 

1 

UO 

15—25 

1 

1 

uo 

1 

1 

1 

1 

vO 

d 

1 

1 

UO 

to 

1 

1 

1 

1 

20 

i 

5—10 

-- 

1 

CO 

t-h 

1 

- 

1 

o 

LTj 

CO 

00 

o 

1 

1 

1 

94 

1 

CO 

J, 

1 

- 

69 

o 

r-H 

1 

1 

1 

1 

80 

Under 

1 

1 

1 

CN 

ro 

1 

1 

1 

1 

*-> 

o 

r 

(N 

CN 

354 

44 

04 

- 

426 

Disease 

U 

u 

> 

V 

U, 

Ki 

Pneumonia  .... 

Aleasles 

Whooping  Cough  .... 

Poliomyelitis 

Puerperal  Pyrexia 

Dysentery  .... 

Erysipelas 

TOTALS 

94 


Prevention  of  Blindness. 

No  action  has  been  taken  by  the  District  Council  under  Section 
170  of  the  Public  Health  Act,  1930,  for  the  prevention  of  blindness 
or  for  the  treatment  of  persons  suffering  from  any  disease  or  injury 
to  the  eyes. 

This  work  is  undertaken  in  the  District  by  the  Cheshire  County 
Council. 


Tuberculosis. 

No  action  has  been  taken  during  1959  under  the  Public  Plealth 
(Prevention  of  Tuberculosis)  Regulations,  1925,  relating  to  persons 
suffering  from  pulmonary  tuberculosis  employed  in  the  milk  trade, 
or  under  Section  172  of  the  Public  Health  Act,  1936,  relating  to  the 
compulsory  removal  to  a hospital  of  persons  suffering  from  tuber- 
culosis. 

New  Cases  and  Mortality  during  1959. 


NEW 

CASES 

DFA 

THS 

AGE 

PERIODS 

Pulmonary 

Non- 

pulmonary 

Pulm( 

jnary 

Non- 

pulmonary 

M. 

F. 

M. 

F. 

M. 

F. 

M. 

F. 

Under  1 year... 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1 — 5 years  .... 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

5 — 15  years  .... 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— • 

— 

— 

15 — 25  years  .... 

— ■ 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

25 — 35  years  .... 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

35 — 45  years  .... 

2 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

45 — 55  years  .... 

1 

■ — 

— 

— 

— 

1 

— 

55 — 65  years  .... 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

65  years  and 
over 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

TOTALS  .... 

1 

4 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1 

— 

Note  : Notified  before  death. 


Tuberculosis. 
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